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Safety  Discussed  by  Residents 
At  Valley  Task  Force  Meeting 


Neighbors  Gather  for  Garage  Sale 


There  were  all  kinds  of  things  for  sale  at  the  Community 
Center  on  the  weekend  of  September  16  as  Valley  residents 
gathered  for  a  combined  garage  sale.  Buyers  could  venture  into 
the  auditorium  for  a  bargain  ... 


or  make  their  selections  outside  under  a  clear  blue  sky. 


Should  Valley  Middle  School  Students 
Be  Required  to  Wear  Uniforms? 


By  John  R.  Floras,  Ph.D. 
WMS  Principal 

Should  visitation  Valley  Middle 
School  (WMS)  students  have  school 
uniforms?  This  Is  the  major  Issue  that 
will  be  presented  at  the  next  Key -SEC 
meeting  In  October.  There  Is  a  move- 
ment towards  school  uniforms  In  the 
United  States. 

Many  parents  of  visitation  Valley 
students  have  recommended  their  chil- 
dren wear  school  uniforms,  a  decision 
requiring  community  input  that  will 
need  to  be  made  before  the  spring  se- 
mester. 

if  a  resolution  Is  made  to  wear 
school  uniforms,  then  WMS  will  need 
time  to  inform  all  the  Sth  grade  stu- 
dents scheduled  to  be  at  the  school 
next  year. 

VIZ  KIDS 

The  after  school  program  known  as 
Viz  Kids  is  in  operation,  with  a  wide 
variety  of  activities  offered  to  students 
In  a  safe  and  nurturing  environment. 
If  you  want  your  child  to  keep  busy  af- 
ter school,  we  strongly  recommend  the 
Viz  KkJs  program. 

LATER  FRIDAY  START 

Monday  through  Thursday,  school 
begins  at  8:10  a  m  On  Friday  school 
does  not  begin  until  9:25  a.m.  On  Fri- 
day morning  we  wHI  have  our  Viz  Kids 
program  with  many  activities  to  keep 
students  busy  until  classes  begin. 

STUDENT  TEACHERS  AT  VIS 

San  Francisco  State  University  will 
place  four  student  teachers  at  WMS 
this  year.  This  is  an  honor  for  the 
school,  meaning  the  high  caliber  of  In- 
struction Is  being  recognized  outside 
the  Valley 

Mayoral  Candidates 
Forum  on  October  5 

Residents  of  the  Southeast  Sector 
will  sponsor  a  Mayoral  Candidates  Fo- 
rum on  Thursday,  October  5,  7  p.m. 
at  the  Southeast  Community  Facility 
Community  Room,  1800  Oak  dale  Ave. 
(comer  of  Phelps  St.)  and  featuring 
candidates  Roberta  Achtenburg,  Su- 
pervisor Angela  Alloto,  Willie  Brown, 
Ben  Horn,  Mayor  Frank  Jordan  and 
Joel  Ventresca 


AMERICORP  VOLUNTEERS 
Two  Americorp  volunteers  have 
been  assigned  to  work  at  WMS.  Both 
volunteers,  Ambrose  Carroll  and  Trinh 
Nguyen,  will  be  supporting  service 
learning  projects  In  the  Valley  this 
year. 

SCHOOL  PICTURES 

We  expect  school  pictures  to  be  dis- 
tributed this  month.  Some  students 
missed  picture  day,  but  a  re-take  day 
will  be  scheduled. 

IMPORTANT  OCTOBER  DATES 

6:  Staff  Development  Day  (no 
school);  9:  Indigenous  People  Day  (no 
school);  20:  End  of  first  six  weeks  of 
school;  23:  Middle  School  Night  at  Ev- 
erett Middle  School;  31:  Halloween. 

OCTOBER  SPORTS 

SoftbaJI  -  3:  at  Luther  Burbank 
(Crocker  Amazon  #2);  5:  at  Herbert 
Hoover  (Larsen);  10:  Glannlnl  (C.A. 
#2);  12:  M  L  King  (CA.  #2). 

Baseball  -  3:  M.L  King  (C.A.  #1);  6: 
James  Lick  (C.A.  #2);  11:  Herbert 
Hoover  (CA.  #1);  13:  at  J.  Denmam 
(CA.  #2). 

Programs  for  Youth 
Seek  Participants 

Three  Vlsftaclon  Valey  youth  pro- 
grams are  currently  recruiting  new 
participants  for  their  various  activities. 

Village  Recreation  Program,  formerly 
known  as  Geneva  Towers  Recreation 
Program,  is  now  offering  a  free 
agenda  of  computer  instruction,  com- 
petitive team  sports,  tutoring  and  rec- 
reation for  youth  ages  13-18  from 
Monday  through  Friday,  10  a.m.  to  8 
p.m.  Further  Information  Is  available 
from  Vernon  Long  at  2390174. 

Camp  Fire  Boys  and  Girts  City  Kids 
offers  free  after  school  youth  programs 
from  3  to  5  p.m.  Monday  through  Fri- 
day both  at  the  Village.  333  Schwertn 
St.  and  at  Vlsftaclon  Valley  Community 
Center,  50  Raymond  Ave.  Programs 
Include  tutoring,  arts,  phptography, 
games,  painting,  field  trips,  camping, 
celebration  of  diverse  cultures,  com- 
munity service  projects,  conflict  resolu- 
tion and  environmental  activities.  For 
more  Information,  contact  Leia  Jones 
at  752-2600. 


Plan  in  Works 
To  Make  WMS 
A  Beacon  Center 

Vlsftaclon  Valley  Community  Col- 
laborative has  commenced  a  plan  to 
have  Vlsftaclon  Valley  Middle  School 
(WMS)  become  a  Beacon  Center 
which  will  offer  a  broad  range  of  pro- 
grams and  services  for  youth  and  fami- 
lies before  and  after  school,  evenings, 
weekends  and  during  the  summer. 
Services  will  build  on  and  connect  with 
those  already  being  offered  to  the 
community  at  other  locations,  as  well 
as  the  Viz  Kids  program  at  WMS. 

A  unique  collaboration  of  public  and 
private  entitles  has  come  together  to 
build  the  Beacon  Centers,  Including 
community  residents  and  community- 
based  organizations,  the  S.F  Unified 
School  District,  the  Mayor's  Office  of 
Children.  Youth  and  Their  Families 
(MOCYF),  local  foundations  and  other 
city  departments,  vision  of  the  col- 
laborative Is  that  each  center  will  be  a 
beacon  of  hope*  for  young  people  and 
families  In  its  community.  Projections 
are  to  open  four  to  six  Beacon  Centers 
in  neighborhoods  across  the  City. 
Vlsftaclon  Valley  and  the  Mission  are 
the  most  likely  communities  so  far  to 
have  Beacon  Centers,  having  already 
begun  their  planning. 

Each  Beacon  Center  will  be  open  all 
day,  year-  round,  located  at  un- 
der-utilized public  buildings,  especially 
schools.  Each  wiH  offer  a  vast  array  of 
services,  activities,  opportunities  and 
supports  that  promote  the  healthy  de- 
velopment of  children,  youth,  families 
and  the  community.  Services  at  each 
Beacon  Center  will  be  different  and 
will  reflect  the  needs  and  interests  of 
each  community. 

Members  of  the  community  -  adults 
and  young  people  -  will  be  essential 
partners  In  planning  and  operating  a 
Beacon  Center.  In  the  next  several 
months,  the  collaborative  will  conduct 
a  neighborhood  planning  process  to 
get  input  from  as  many  people  as  pos- 
sible about  what  programs  and  serv- 
ices they  would  like  to  see  at  the  Bea- 
con Center.  Further  Information  is 
available  from  Brenda  Lopez  at  Visfta- 
con  Valey  Community  Center  by  call- 
ing 467-6400. 

Urban  Service  Project 
Enhances  and  Unifies 
Local  Community 

Five  corp  members  from  the  San 
Francisco  Urban  Service  Project  (USP) 
will  be  working  on  several  protects  to 
help  build  and  strengthen  the  Vlsf- 
taclon Valley  community. 

USP  is  an  Innovative  national  serv- 
ice program  that  brings  together 
young  people  from  diverse  back- 
grounds and  allows  them  the  opportu- 
nity to  work  In  community  organiza- 
tions and  public  schools  in  San  Fran- 
cisco. USP  corp  members  will  col- 
laborate with  people  In  the  community 
to  create  protects  that  enhance  and 
unify  the  community. 

Johnny  Sun  and  Kim  Woo  wll  be 
working  to  increase  parent  and  com- 
munity Involvement  at  VTsltaclon  VaUey 
Elementary  School.  In  collaboration 
with  the  Children's  Center,  the  school 
will  create  a  community  garden.  Any- 
one with  Interest  or  ideas  can  contact 
Kim  or  Johnny  at  55  Schwerin  St., 
(415)  469-4798. 

Ambrose  Carroll  and  Trinh  Nguyen 
will  be  organizing  the  Vlsftaclon  Valley 
Middle  School  clean-up  campaign  and 
Democracy  in  Action,  which  teaches 
students  about'  the  democratic  proc- 
ess. To  learn  more  about  these  pro- 
jects, contact  Trinh  or  Ambrose  at  450 
Raymond  Ave.,  (41 5)  469-4690 

Camto  Looper  win  be  working  at  the 
John  King  Senior  Center.  Gardening 
and  reading  projects  will  link  the  sen- 
iors In  the  community  with  students  In 
the  elementary  and  middle  schools.  If 
you  are  over  60  years  otd,  love  gar- 
dening and  enjoy  being  around  chil- 
dren, please  contact  Camlo  at  590 
Leland  Ave.,  (416)  2394233. 

Success  of  these  projects  depends 
on  the  support  and  Input  of  community 
members.  Urban  Service  corp  mem- 
bers look  forward  to  your  participation. 

Camto  Looper,  Kim  Woo,  Ambrose 
Carroll.  Johnny  Sun  and  Trinh  Nguyen 
contributed  to  this  article. 


Safety  was  a  heated  topic  of  discus- 
sion at  the  vlsftaclon  Valley  Task 
Force  (WTF)  regular  meeting  Septem- 
ber 23,  as  a  standing-room  only  crowd 
Jammed  St.  James  Presbyterian 
Church  to  voice  their  feelings  of  un- 
easiness with  local  issues. 

Representatives  from  Muni,  and 
both  Potrero  and  Inglestde  police  sta- 
tions were  on  hand  to  patiently  listen 
and  later  provide  answers  to  residents' 
questions  and  descriptions  of  auto, 
transit  and  safety  problems,  which 
they  related  to  the  large  audience 
along  with  some  suggestions  of  how 
their  incidents  could  be  individually 
rectified. 

One-by-one,  residents  of  the  Valley 
went  to  the  podium  to  describe  acts  of 
rtarrassment.  thievery  and  battery  they 
either  witnessed  or  had  misfortune  to 
fall  victim. 

With  tears  In  her  eyes,  one  woman 
described  humiliation  In  being  robbed 
on  a  local  bus,  and  later  having  to 
struggle  to  free  a  young  child  trapped 
in  the  vehicle's  rear  doors 

One  man  told  the  frightening  story  of 
being  assaulted  and  robbed  while 
strolling  down  Leland  Ave.  with  his 
wife.  Frustration  filled  his  voice  as  he 
told  of  helplessness  in  protecting  him- 
self from  an  armed  assailant. 

Yet  another  woman  living  on  San 
Bruno  Ave.  told  how  her  parked  car 


was  hit  by  a  Muni  bus,  resulting  In  a 
number  of  phone  calls  trying  to  report 
the  accident.  A  Muni  official  In  atten- 
dance her  the  matter  would  be  Investi- 
gated immediately. 

Both  Betty  Williams,  Valley  Branch 
librarian  at  54  Leland  Ave.  and  Julie 
Kavanagh,  executive  director  of  Visi- 
tation Valley  Community  Center  at  50 
Raymond  Ave.,  Invited  any  victim  of 
potential  trouble  or  actual  crime  to 
seek  refuge  at  their  respected  organi- 
zations where  authorities  could  be 
contacted  and  necessary  reports  be 
safety  filed. 

Other  matters  addressed  at  the 
meeting  Included:  double  and  triple 
parking  on  narrow  streets,  parking  on 
sidewalks  and  public  property,  unusu- 
ally long  watts  for  buses  on  local 
routes,  continual  loitering  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  the  recentiy  closed  Geneva  Tow- 
ers, wreckless  speeding  on  busy 
streets  and  pedestrians  crossing  at 
dangerous  intersections. 

In  a  brief  request.  Principal  John 
Flores  of  vlsftaclon  Valley  Middle 
School  asked  Muni  officials  in  atten- 
dance to  consider  Installing  a  bus  stop 
adjacent  to  the  Raymond  Ave.  school 
to  lessen  dally  student  migrations 
through  the  neighborhood 

WTF  members  will  have  a  special 
benchmark  meeting  on  Saturday,  Oc- 
tober 7.  10:30  a.m.  at  240  Leland  Ave 


College  Fair  October  21  at  S.F.  State 


High  school  students  and  their  par- 
ents are  invited  to  meet  with  a  variety 
of  college  representatives  from  the 
Bay  Area  and  other  regions  of  the 
state  and  country  on  Saturday,  Octo- 
ber 21  from  10  a.m.  to  12:30  p.m.  at 
San  Francisco  State  University 
(SFSU). 

•Information  about  nearly  everything 
a  person  might  want  to  know  about 
applying  and  getting  into  college  win 
be  available,*  said  Frieda  Lee.  director 
of  S.F  State's  Student  Outreach  Serv- 
ices and  one  of  the  key  organizers  of 
the  event.  "Think  of  it  as  one-stop 
shopping  •  but  for  a  college.' 

Billed  as  the  San  Francisco  Area 
College  Fair,  the  event  will  take  place 
inside  and  at  information  tables  out- 
side the  S.F.  State  Student  Center 
Building,  1600  Hoiloway  Ave.,  at  the 
Intersection  of  19th  Ave. 

Representatives  from  the  University 
of  California,  California  State  Univer- 
sity, community  colleges  and  many 
other  public  and  private  coieges  and 


universities  will  be  on  hand  to  field 
questions  from  students  and  parents 
about  application  procedures,  aca- 
demic programs,  costs,  financial  aid, 
housing,  deadlines  and  other  Impor- 
tant college  matters. 

Special  workshops  on  how  to  apply 
to  the  22-campus  California  State  Uni- 
versity and  nine-campus  University  of 
California  systems  will  be  held. 

Informational  sessions  about  com- 
munity colleges,  and  private  and  indi- 
vidual colleges  will  also  be  part  of  the 
event. 

Bilingual  speakers  os  Spanish.  Can- 
tonese, Mandarin,  Vietnamese  and  Ta- 
galog  will  be  available  at  specific  Infor- 
mation tables. 

The  San  Francisco  Area  College 
Fair  is  sponsored  by  the  S.F.  Unified 
School  District.  Jefferson  Union  High 
School  District,  Student  Outreach 
Services  at  SFSU  and  federally  funded 
programs  designed  to  assist  students 
making  the  transition  to  college 

For  more  Information,  call  338-7168. 


What  to  Do  if  There's  a  Rodent  problem 


Due  to  Increased  rodent  activity 
within  the  City,  the  San  Francisco  De- 
partment of  Public  Health  wants  the 
public  to  be  aware  of  the  services 
which  are  available  to  anyone  who  has 
or  knows  of  a  rodent  problem. 

All  rodent  activity  that  Involves  resi- 
dential or  public  property  (city,  state  or 
federal)  should  be  reported  to  the  Bu- 
reau of  Environmental  Health  Manage- 
ment's complaint  program  located  at 
1380  Howard  St.,  or  by  calling 
255-3610.  Although  the  Department 
does  not  provide  direct  rodent  abate- 
ment to  private  property,  staff  from  En- 
vironmental Health  can  assist  in  identi- 
fying the  rodent  problem,  discuss 
methods  of  control  for  food  sources. 


harborage  and  rodent-proof  of  dwell- 
ings. 

Should  the  services  of  a  licensed 
pest  control  company  be  preferred, 
residents  are  advised  to  check  the  lo- 
cal Yellow  Pages. 

Any  rodent  activity  or  sightings  asso- 
ciated with  food  establishments,  such 
as  restaurants  or  markets,  should  be 
reported  to  any  of  the  City's  neighbor- 
hood Health  Centers,  Including:  Health 
Center  #2.  1301  Pierce  St.  292-1320; 
Health  Center  #3,  1525  Silver  Ave.. 
71S0335,  Health  Center  #4.  1490  Ma- 
son St.  705-8620;  Health  Center  #5. 
1351  24th  Ave..  753-8117;  or  the  Pub- 
lic Health  Department,  Bureau  of  Envi- 
ronmental Health  Management  at 
554-2770. 


Safety  Tips  for  Children  Home  Alone 


For  more  than  8  million  American 
chSdren,  the  trip  to  and  from  school, 
as  well  as  their  time  spent  at  home  af- 
ter school,  will  be  done  atone.  Chil- 
dren must  feel  safe  in  their  own 
homes.  But  rather  than  focusing  on 
the  negative,  scary  parts,  the  best  way 
to  approach  this  topic  with  children  is 
by  discussing  what  they  can  do  in  cer- 
tain situations;  how  their  actions  can 
get  help  in  a  hurry:  how  neighbors,  se- 
curity officers  or  police  can  make  sure 
everything  is  safe  again;  and  how 
happy  you  will  be  with  their  actions. 

'Have  your  child  contact  you,  a  des- 
ignated neighbor  or  a  relative  when 
they  get  home. 

•Tell  your  child  not  to  enter  the 
house  if  a  deer  Is  open  or  a  window  is 
broken. 

•Tell  your  children  never  to  talk  to  or 
go  with  strangers,  if  someone  bothers 
them,  make  sure  your  child  knows  to 
call  out  for  hetp  or  flee.  Make  sure 
they  don't  open  doors  to  strangers  - 
even  someone  claiming  to  be  a  ponce 
officer. 

•instruct  your  chad  to  teH  you  If  any 
adult  asks  them  to  keep  a  secret  asks 
a  lot  of  questions  or  wants  to  give 
them  a  gift  or  take  their  picture. 

•Encourage  your  child  to  tefi  you  if 
any  unusual  occurence  or  uncomfort- 
able situation  takes  place  when  they 
are  away  from  you 

•Make  sure  your  chad  knows  to 


never  give  personal  Information  to  a 
stranger  or  say  they  are  home  alone. 

•Teii  your  children  not  to  go  Into  any 
house  but  their  own  without  your  per- 
mission. 

•Keep  doors  and  windows  locked 
day  and  night.  If  windows  are  opened 
for  ventilation,  make  sure  screens  are 
secured.  If  you  have  a  security  sys- 
tem, install  security  screens  that  trip 
the  alarm  when  cut  or  removed. 

What  can  you  do  as  a  parent?  Con- 
sider establishing  a  code  word  known 
only  to  you  and  your  child,  changing 
the  word  once  it  has  been  used.  In- 
struct your  child  never  to  go  with  any 
adult  who  does  not  give  the  code 
word.  Instruct  your  child's  daycare 
center  or  school  not  to  release  your 
child  to  anyone  but  you  or  a  desig- 
nated person.  Have  them  call  you  Im- 
mediately if  your  chUd  Is  absent  or  to 
verify  when  someone  else  picks  up 
your  child.  Ask  a  neighbor  to  check 
on  children  periodically,  and  let  your 
children  know  if  you  won't  be  home  on 
time.  Have  your  child's  fingerprints,  a 
current  photograph,  and  dental  and 
medical  records  In  a  safe,  accessible 
pice.  This  wttl  help  police  locate  your 
child  if  they  are  missing. 

Westec  Security,  the  nation's  leading 
full-service  residential  and  commercial 
security  company,  offers  a  free 
FBI-compatible  CbUd  Identification  Kit 
tiy  calling  (800)  877-3287 
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Matrix  II  Targets  the  City's  Parks 


By  Mayor  Frank  Jordan 

The  Dry's'  matrix  program  has  just 
won  a  big  victory.  All  along,  we've 
known  thai  the  program  works.  Now, 
we  know  it's  perfectly  legal.  Federal 
Judge  0.  Lowell  Jensen  has  Just 
thrown  out  a  constitutional  challenge 
to  the  Matrix  program. 

In  his  decision,  Judge  Jensen  stated 
that  "the  City  has  legitimate  reasons 
for  implementing  Matrix,  including  the 
prevention  of  crime,  maintenance  of 
public  health  and  the  preservation  of 
city  aesthetics." 

Four  years  ago,  I  promised  the  citi- 
zens of  San  Francisco  that  I  would 
tackle  the  Issues  which  were  dragging 
down  the  civility  and  greatness  of  our 
Crty.  In  order  to  accomplish  this,  my 
top  priorities  have  been  fighting  crime, 
protecting  public  health,  and  stopping 
the  physical  deterioration  of  our  City's 
parks  and  neighborhoods.  In  other 
words,  my  priority  is  to  improve  the 
quality  of  life  for  our  citizens 

To  do  this,  I  Instituted  the  Matrix 
program,  a  comprehensive  approach 
to  Improve  the  quality  of  life  In  our  City 
by  combining  social  and  health  out- 
reach services  with  law  enforcement 
to  establish  an  acceptable  standard  of 
behavior  on  our  streets. 

Based  on  the  success  of  Matrix,  I  re- 
cently expanded  the  program  to  In- 
clude Matrix  II,  a  program  designed  to 
eliminate  Illegal  encampments  In  our 
city  parks  And  much  like  Matrix,  the 
goal  of  Matrix  ll  Is  to  set  acceptable 
standards  of  behavior  In  our  parks 
while  offering  the  means  necessary  for 
those  who  are  truly  homeless  to  find 
exits  from  homeiessness. 

Matrix  II  has  already  eliminated  a 
substantial  number  of  illegal  encamp- 
ments In  our  paries,  reducing  the  haz- 
ards to  public  safety  and  public  health. 
Our  city  parks  are  not  campgrounds. 
In  my  attempt  to  take  back  our  parks, 
we  have  offered  fair  and  compassion- 


ate alternatives  for  those  who  cannot 
help  thernsetves.  We  have  also  In- 
creased Matrix  activities  in  the  sur- 
rounding neighborhoods,  thereby  en- 
suring that  the  quality  of  life  In  those 
neighborhoods  is  not  affected.  Our 
social  service  and  health  Matrix  out- 
reach teams  have  dedicated  a  large 
portion  of  their  time  to  these  surround- 
ing neighborhoods  because  I  care 
about  every  street  in  San  Francisco. 

Matrix  is  a  compassionate,  compre- 
hensive program.  In  encompasses  a 
wide  range  of  social  service  outreach 
components  that  assist  those  in  need, 
with  a  public  safety  component  that 
merely  enforces  the  existing  laws  that 
you  and  I  respect  and  follow.  Crime  In 
the  targeted  areas  where  Matrix  has 
been  Implemented  has  decreased 
markedly  There  are  tangible  results. 
Matrix  Is  working. 

In  Judge  Jensen's  d  eel  son,  he  vali- 
dated our  Matrix  program,  recognizing 
the  Important  public  policy  that  Matrix 
has  intended  to  advance.  Judge  Jen- 
sen stated  that  "the  cfty  has  submitted 
uncontradicted  evidence  that  home- 
less encampments  can  lead  to  drug 
sales,  vandalism,  public  elimination  of 
body  wastes,  and  other  unhealthful 
conditions,  as  well  as  facilitation  of  a 
host  of  other  crimes  by  and  against 
homeless  individuals."  With  the  court 
ruling,  we  now  have  the  renewed  com- 
mitment to  continue  this  program  ag- 
gressrvefy. 

in  confronting  these  quality  of  life  Is- 
sues, I  have  made  the  difficult  deci- 
sions that  have  decreased  crime,  In- 
creased public  safety  and  Improved 
the  quality  of  life  in  our  City. 

Your  city  government  wHl  continue 
to  improve  public  safety  and  to  Im- 
prove the  quality  of  the  Hfe  for  all  San 
Franciscans.  Public  safety  Is  my  num- 
ber one  priority  and  I  win  not  be  satis- 
fied until  every  citizen  feels  safe  In  our 
neighborhoods  and  In  our  parks. 


The 
Grapevine 
Mailbox 


Secured  Credit  Cords  Survey  Finds  More 
Bonks  Serving  Consumers  with  Bod  Credit 


Consumer  Action  (CA)  recently  re- 
leased Its  1995  Secured  Credit  Card 
Survey  which  reveals  the  marketplace 
has  expanded  dramatically  since  last 
year's  survey  and  that  almost  anyone 
with  some  cash  to  set  aside  can  get  a 
bank  credit  card. 

"For  many  years,  only  a  few  savings 
institutions  and  out-of-state  banks  of- 
fered secured  cards,"  said  CA  Director 
of  Advocacy  Anna  Alvarez  Boyd.  "To 
have  large  banks  with  local  branches 
offering  these  cards  will  be  seen  as  a 
benefit  by  many  customers  who  don't 
like  to  send  their  funds  to  out-of-state 
banks." 

Not  only  are  there  many  more  cards 
for  consumers  to  choose  from,  but  the 
majority  are  available  to  people  who 
have  poor  credit  histories  •  Including 
those  who  have  gone  through  bank- 
ruptcy. 

"From  this  year's  survey.  It  appears 
that  almost  anyone  with  the  money  for 
a  deposit  can  probably  get  a  bank 
credit  card,"  said  CA  Executive  Direc- 
tor Ken  McQdowney 

In  order  to  get  a  secured  credit  card, 
you  must  deposit  money  in  a  savings 
account.  Minimum  deposits  range 
from  $100  to  $600  on  the  surveyed 
cards,  with  the  account  serving  as  se- 
curity for  the  credit  card,  if  credit  card 
debts  are  outstanding,  the  funds  may 
be  used  to  cover  the  obligaltons. 

CA's  survey  lists  only  cards  with  no 
application  fees.  A  number  of  other 
secured  cards  were  excluded  from  the 
survey  because  they  carry  application, 
or  "processing'  charges. 

"it's  significant  that  so  many  se- 
cured credit  cards  are  now  available 
without  application  fees,"  said  Alvarez 
Boyd.  "When  choices  were  much 
more  limited,  some  consumers  were 
forced  to  pay  ridiculously  high  applica- 
tion fees,  along  with  exorbitant  annual 
fees  and  high  Interest  rates.  Given 
the  choices  available  now,  we  feel  It 
unwarranted  for  anyone  to  pay  an  ap- 
plication fee  for  which  they  receive  no 
benefit." 

Annual  percentage  rates  (APRs)  on 
the  cards  tend  to  be  high.  CA's  sur- 
vey has  cards  with  rates  between  9.72 
and  19  9  percent.  However,  only  two 
of  the  surveyed  banks  •  Federal  Sav- 
ings Bank  and  United  Savings  Bank  • 


offer  interest  rates  of  10  percent  or  be- 
low. 

"As  secured  credit,  we  believe  the 
cards  should  have  lower  APRs,"  said 
Alvarez  Boyd.  "The  level  of  risk 
doesn't  warrant  a  heavy  APR." 

Alt  the  surveyed  cards  carry  annual 
fees,  ranging  from  $16  to  as  high  as 
$50.  Interest  earnings  on  surveyed 
cards  range  from  Just  over  two  to  5 
percent  annual  interest. 

Other  findings  of  CA's  survey 
Include: 

"Fourteen  of  the  surveyed  cards  are 
available  to  people  with  credit  prob- 
lems and  bankruptcy  if  the  applicant 
has  had  no  delinquent  payments  in  the 
past  six  months,  and  If  the  bankruptcy 
proceedings  were  "discharged*  (set- 
tied  in  court). 

"Some  of  the  banks  guarantee  that 
anyone  with  the  money  for  a  deposit 
can  have  a  card. 

"Six  of  the  Issuers  require  a  deposit 
of  $250  or  less  (minimum  $100). 

'Ail  but  one  of  the  surveyed  cards 
offer  a  credit  line  equal  to  at  least  100 
percent  of  the  amount  on  deposit  -  and 
one  offers  a  credit  line  of  twice  the 
amount  of  a  deposit,  in  the  past,  most 
secured  card  Issuers  provided  a  credit 
line  equal  to  only  50  to  80  percent  of 
the  amount  deposited. 

'Ail  20  surveyed  banks  will  accept 
people  who  have  no  credit  history  -  no 
Information  on  tie  with  one  of  the  ma- 
jor credit  bureaus.  This  makes  se- 
cured cards  a  viable  option  for  young 
adults  Just  entering  the  Job  and  credit 
markets. 

'Banks  offering  cards  Include  major 
institutions  in  both  California  and  else- 
where, such  as:  Bank  of  America,  Ci- 
tibank, Chase  Manhattan  Bank,  First 
Interstate  Bank  and  Wells  Fargo  Bank. 
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SECURED  CARD  SHOPPING  TIPS 

When  shopping  for  a  secured 
credit  card,  Consumer  Action  sug- 
gests consumers  ask  about  the 
card's  annual  percentage  rate 
(APR),  annual  fee,  late  and  cash- 
advance  fees,  and  whether  It  has  a 
grace  period  -  a  period  of  time  In 
which  you  can  pay  off  your  new  ac- 
count balance  without  securing  In- 
terest. Also  ask  these  questions: 

'Do  you  accept  people  with  bad 
credit,  or  Just  those  with  no  credit? 

'Can  I  qualify  for  your  card  If  I 
have  declared  bankruptcy  In  the 
past? 

'Will  you  report  my  payment  his- 
tory to  credit  bureaus? 

'Is  Interest  payed  on  my  deposit? 

'How  long  must  I  leave  funds  on 
deposit  In  order  to  earn  that  Interest 
rate? 

'Will  my  line  of  credit  be  equal  to. 
less  than  or  more  than  my  deposit? 
'How  long  until  I  wll  be  eligible  for 
an  unsecured  card? 


Request  that  Medical 
Study  Include  Valley 

Following  is  a  tetter  dated  Septem- 
ber 21,  1996  and  sent  to  the  San 
Francieoo  Board  of  Supervisors. 

Dear  President  Kevin  F  Shelley  and 
Members  of  the  Board: 

I  am  writing  to  ask  that  the  cancer 
and  respiratory  disease  study  of  the 
Bayview  and  Hunters  Point  area  be 
extended  to  include  vlsrtacion  Valley, 
Little  Hollywood  and  Executive  Park. 
AO  of  the  southeast  section  of  San 
Francisco  should  be  Included  in  the 
study. 

Our  communities  have  been  breath- 
ing airborne  dust  and  particulate  mat- 
ter that  has  been  saturated  with  haz- 
ardous and  toxic  contaminants  for 
over  50  years  The  facts  are  over- 
whelming that  toxic,  hazardous  and  in- 
ert air  emissions  will  exacerbate  exist- 
ing respiratory  disease,  and  are  a  con- 
tributing factor  in  causing  cancer,  res- 
piratory disease,  heart  and  pulmonary 
disease,  and  birth  defects  Fine  parti- 
cles of  Inert  dust  have  been  linked  to 
a  high  death  rate  In  various  studies, 
such  as:  Office  of  Policy  and  Analysis 
at  the  Environmental  Protection 
Agency  and  the  Harvard  School  of 
Public  Health. 

visitation  valley  and  Little  Holly- 
wood are  low  to  medium  income  and 
minority  communities.  The  health  ef- 
fects that  air  contaminants  have  on  In- 
fants, children,  pregnant  women  and 
the  eJderty  is  g realty  Intensified  be- 
cause of  the  lack  of  medical  Insur- 
ance, lack  of  early  treatment  and  the 
lack  of  money  for  medical  prescrip- 
tions. 

Our  communities  are  surrounded  by 
the  toxic  crescent,  which  Is  a  crescent- 
shaped  area  of  contaminated  sites. 
There  are  thousands  of  abandoned 
underground  storage  tanks  and  hun- 
dreds of  former  sites  such  as:  storage 
yards,  power  plants,  metal  shops, 
chemical  companies,  paint  companies, 
lead  processing  plants,  auto  disman- 
tling yards,  plating  companies,  cement 
plants  and  stone  works. 

The  toxic  crescent  extends  from  San 
Francisco  international  Airport  to  Hunt- 
ers Point  In  the  north  and  Includes:  the 
Brisbane  landfill,  starting  from  the  San 
Francisco  county  line  and  extending 
south,  600  acres  and  40  feet  deep  San 
Francisco's  dump  for  over  30  years); 
the  Southern  Pacific  railroad  yard,  160 
acres  (Visnacton  Valley  and  Little  Hol- 
lywood); Bay  snore  rail  yard.  60  acres 
heavily  contaminated  (Visrtackxi  Val- 
ley); Schiage  Lock  Company,  319  tons 
annually  (Little  Hollywood  and  VTat- 
tacton  Valley);  PG&E  Martin  Service 
yard,  40  acres  (vlsftacion  Valley);  Mid- 
way Village  and  Bayshore  Park  built 
on  landfill  that  Is  contaminated  by  toxic 
hydrocarbons  (vlsftacion  valley);  Nor- 
cal/ Sanitary  Fill  Company  complex, 
one  million  tons  of  solid  waste  proc- 
essed, 67,000  gallons  of  hazardous 
waste  processed,  and  250,000  tons  of 
recycle  material  processed  annually 
(Utile  Hollywood);  200  contaminated 
sites,  two  power  plants  and  Bay  Area 
Drum  site  (Bayview  and  Hunters 
Point). 

Utile  Hollywood  is  taking  the  lead  In 
opposing  the  expansion  of  the  three  In- 
dustries of  solid  waste,  hazardous 
waste,  and  recycling  by  the  Norcal/ 
Sanitary  nil  Company  and  their  affili- 
ates at  the  Tunnel/  Beatty  Complex. 
The  homes,  the  residents  and  busi- 
nesses of  this  community  are  affected 
the  most  by  the  ongoing  operations 
and  will  also  be  affected  the  most  by 
the  expansion  of  the  facilities. 

The  Norcal/  Sanitary  Fill  Company 
and  its  affiliates  at  the  Tunnel/  Beafiy 
Complex  process  the  majority  of  gar- 
bage/trash, hazardous  waste  and  recy- 
cling for  the  entire  City  and  County  of 
San  Francisco.  These  three  opera- 
tions can  be  completely  seperated  and 
do  not  have  to  be  physically  sted  In 
the  same  complex.  The  adverse  af- 
fects of  the  Complex  have  been  a 
problem  to  the  comunrty  for  over  26 
years. 

Environmental  Justice  or  equity  was 
not  served  by  the  decision  to  site 
these  three  operations  directly  adja- 
cent to  a  residential  district.  These  op- 
erations can  be  performed  at  separate 
locations  and  do  not  have  to  be  physi- 
cally sited  In  the  same  complex.  With- 
out the  City's  nod  of  approval,  this 
could  not  have  happened. 

As  large  as  the  cost  of  clean-up  of 
toxic  or  hazardous  sites  and  the  cost 
of  containment  of  contaminated  air 
emissions  may  seem.  It  wHl  be  small 


compared  to  the  present  and  long 
range  health  cost  for  the  people  af- 
fected wtih  these  airborne  contami- 
nents.  These  medical  costs  will  even- 
tually have  to  be  paid  by  the  taxpayers 
because  the  people  that  will  be  af- 
fected the  most  will  be  the  least  able 
to  pay. 

Like  the  past  and  present,  the  future 
will  be  extremely  duttlcuft  for  poor  mi- 
nority children.  To  burden  any  child 
with  a  preventable  respiratory  disease 
is  not  only  unjust  but  R  Is  criminal. 
Shame  will  be  the  basis  of  worldwide 
opinion  about  the  country  that  had 
men  walk  on  the  moon  20  years  ago 
and  still  nils  the  sides,  waters  and  the 
land  with  pollutants 

The  extended  medical  study  Into  our 
communities  is  necessary  so  that  peo- 
ple needing  treatment  wffl  get  It  as 
soon  as  possible  Stopping  the  pollu- 
tion at  its  source  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary. Just  because  the  air  quality  on 
the  average  in  the  Bay  Area  Is  better 
than  In  the  past  does  not  mean  that  It 
is  all  right  to  dump  pollutants  on  spe- 
cific communities,  because  that  is 
called  discrimination  by  effect. 

Please  extend  the  medical  study, 
because  knowing  Is  always  better  than 
guessing. 

Thank  you  for  your  time  and  atten- 
tion, 

Ralph  Oroqulta 

Assaults  on  Citizens 

Editor 

I've  lived  m  Little  Hofywood  28 
years  and  before  that  In  visrtacion  Val- 
ley for  about  36  years.  Over  those 
years.  I've  seen  bad  situations  get 
worse. 

I  was  riding  one  day  on  a  bus  going 
to  visrtacion  Valley  when  six  persons 
got  on,  went  to  the  back  of  the  bus, 
beat  and  robbed  two  kids  about  14  sit- 


ting dose  to  me.  I  went  to  the  front  of 
the  bus  to  Inform  the  driver,  who  said 
he  knew  he  had  a  Idd  on  the  bus  who 
the  others  work  over.  He  tow  me  to 
stay  In  the  front  of  the  bus. 

I  feel  there  should  be  police  officer 
on  the  9-San  Bruno  bus  6  to  9  a.m.. 
and  1  p.m.  to  9  p.m.  In  plain  clothes  - 
no  uniform!  Perhaps  a  police  wagon 
la  needed  to  bring  some  students 
home  after  their  classes.  We  do  need 
a  stronger  police  precense  in  Visi- 
tation Valley  and  Little  Hoifywood. 

Just  two  years  ago,  my  wife  was 
robbed  In  front  of  the  Korean  Church 
In  Little  Hollywood  at  3  p.m. 

Just  two  weeks  ago  in  front  of  the 
7-1 1  on  Bayshore  Blvd.  my  neighbor's 
kid  was  beaten. 

Henry  Toscano 


Five  Years  Ago 
In  the  Grapevine 


OCTOBER  1990 

•Housing  Authority  Director  David 
Gllmore  met  with  Sunnydaie  residents 
in  a  special  meeting  prior  to  scheduled 
renovation  of  the  housing  complex. 

•Vlstacion  Valley  Middle  School  an- 
nounced Its  Back  to  School  Night  for 
parents  and  the  community  to  be  held 
on  October  3 

•Koyuse  Club  celebrated  Its  fifth 
year  as  a  Camp  Fire  community  youth 
program. 

'With  funds  from  the  California 
Housing  Rehabilitation  Program  and 
the  S.F.  Ftedevelopment  Agency,  Hos- 
pice by  the  Bay  began  planning  for 
renovation  of  the  former  MaxJcare  site 
at  Letand  Ave.  and  Peabody  St. 

'Valley  resident  Mario  Donnlnetll  re- 
tired alter  50  years  as  a  bartender  in 
North  Beach. 


Saturdays  at 
Randall  Museum 

Sign-up*  begin  at  11:16  a.m.  for  11:30 
a_m.  olaeeee.  and  at  12:30  p.m.  for  1  p.m. 
claeeee.  Space  is  limited.  No  organized 
groups  pleaae.  Some  space*  can  be  re- 
eerved for  members  -  call  664-9600  for  in- 
formation. Young  Audiences  Arte  Card 
holder*  receive  a  2  for  1  diacount.  $4-10 
a  pereon  sliding  scale.  Pfeaee  Nolm: 
Adult*  also  pay  the  dam  fee,  and  must 
accompany  all  children  under  8.  All  agee 
are  welcome  at  1  p.m.  11:30  am.  claeeee 
are  open  to  children  6  and  up. 

OCTOBER  7 

10  *_m.:  Family  Ceramics  -  Try  a  variety 
of  fun  clay  projects.  An  enjoyable  intro- 
duction to  clay  work  for  parent  and  child 
alike. 

11:30  a-m.:  Test  Tube  Rocket*  -  Explode 
with  excitement  ea  you  experiment  with  re- 
action* of  acid*  and  base*. 

1  p.m.:  Scarecrow  Making  -  Make  an 
onginal  scarecrow  with  your  friends  and 
family.  Enter  your  creation  in  the  Hallow- 
een Scarecrow  Conteet 

OCTOBER  14 

10  a.m.:  Family  Ceramics 

11:30  a.m.:  Wafer.  H20.  Everywhere  - 
Splash,  play,  be  wet  and  wonderful.  What 


would  we  be  without  water? 

I  p.m.:  2-Way  Collages  -  Make  collage* 
that  fold  into  two-eided  accordion  chapec 
you  can  stand  up  and  display 

OCTOBER  21 

10  a.m.  Family  Ceramet 

I I  a.m.  -  3  p.m.:  Children  Train  Day  -  En- 
gineer* wanted  to  run  scale  model  train*. 
Kid*  can  try  their  hand  at  being  Casey 
Jones  in  this  free  event. 

11:30  am:  Edible  Science  Experiments  • 
Prepare  your  taste  bud*  for  exciting  dre- 
coveheel 

1  p.m.:  Halloween  Masks  -  Juat  in  time 
for  gobiine,  fairy  pnncinii  and  ecary 
creature*.  Make  your  own  Halloween 
mask  from  a  variety  of  craft  material*. 

OCTOBER  28 

11  a.m.  -  3  p.m.:  Randall  Halloween  Feet 
-  Let  the  wonder*  of  the  nocturnal  animal 
gallery  thrill  you.  Creep  through  the  Dun- 
geon of  Doom,  if  you  dare  Gama*.  pump- 
kin carving,  spooky  scienoe.  face  painting, 
a  ooetume  review  and  special  Halloween 
entertainment  wiH  be  featured  along  with  a 
home  cooked  lunch.  Free  edmieeion.  with 
a  small  fee  for  some  actrvibee. 

FREE  ON  SATURDAYS 

Animal  Feeding  at  12  noon;  Animal  Talk 
at  2:16  p.m.;  and  a  Model  Railroad  Exhibit 
from  1230  -  6  p.m  each  second  and 
fourth  Saturday. 


Visitacion  Valley  Community  Center 
sponsors  the  Child  Care  Food  Program 
for  children  enrolled  in  our  programs. 
All  enrolled  children  are  offered  the 
same  meal  at  no  extra  charge. 

This  program  is  offered  with  a 
guarantee  that  no  discrimination  of 
race,  color,  national  origin,  age,  sex, 
religion  or  disability  will  be  practiced 
against  any  client 

Please  contact  Brenda  Lopez  at 
(415)  467-6400  for  more  information. 


Police  Tackle  Gang  Enforcement,  Reinstate  Bike  Patrols         wsitacion  valley  grapevine  -  October  1995  -  3 


8y  Captain  Michael  Dower 
Ingteskie  Station 
GENEVA  TOWERS 

On  August  31 ,  the  last  tenants  were 
to  have  vacated  Geneva  Towers,  the 
federal  housing  highrlse  at  the  comer 
of  SunnydaJe  and  Schwertn.  All  ten- 
ants have  been  relocated  to  newer 
residences,  and  soon  the  Towers  will 
be  demolished  to  make  way  for  more 
"human'  designed  low-income  hous- 
ing. I  applaud  this  effort  to  create  bet- 
ter IMng  conditions  and  anticipate  a 
lowering  of  crime  in  the  area  as  a  re- 
sult. 

BALBOA  HIGH  SCHOOL 

Batooa  High  School  opened  last 
week  with  a  closed  campus  policy  In 
effect  for  the  coming  school  year. 
Due  m  a  large  part  to  our  working  to- 
gether through  community  meetings 
and  a  petition  drtve,  the  cafeteria  has 
been  finally  finished  and  is  now  oper- 
ating. Hopefully,  this  win  enable  us  to 
dedicate  more  attention  to  the  press- 
ing problems  of  the  District  and  not 
have  to  spend  hundreds  of  hours 
monitoring  lunch  hour  problems  on 
Mission  St. 

POLICY  YOUTH  DAY 

On  July  19,  the  officers  of  IngiesWe 
Station,  along  with  the  S.F.  Recreation 
and  Parks  Department  hosted  more 
than  400  children  at  Excelsior  Play- 
ground for  a  Mini  Police  Day.  Officers 
from  the  mounted  unit,  traffic  unit, 
PAL  cadets  and  volunteers  served 


Crime 

May 

June 

July 

August 

Homicide 

2 

1 

0 

0 

Raps 

6 

2 

4 

2 

Robbery 

76 

46 

46 

90 

AnuaH 

90 

87 

128 

97 

Burglary 

47 

64 

66 

57 

Theft 

167 

146 

130 

178 

Auto 

246 

175 

186 

230 

Other 

644 

792 

791 

766 

Total 

1479 

1302 

1340 

1419 

over  400  hot  dog  lunches  and  partici- 
pated In  a  fun  day  with  the  kids.  I 
would  like  to  especially  thank  Kim  Kor- 
sted,  the  director  of  Excelsior  Play- 
ground for  all  her  work.  Also,  thanks 
to  all  the  merchants  who  donated 
prizes,  along  with  the  S.F.  Giants  and 
Oakland  A  s.  Finally,  thanks  to  the 
S.F.  Police  Officers  Community  Serv- 
ice Fund  and  the  SFPD's  Operation 
DREAM  for  providing  funding  for  all 
the  food  and  beverages. 

BICYCLE  PATROL 

Officers  are  again  receving  bicycle 
training.  For  some  time,  training  was 
not  available,  but  due  to  community  re- 
quests, it  has  been  reinstated.  We 
hope  to  have  more  officers  trained  and 
on  bicycle  patrol  soon. 

ROBBERY  REPORTS 

We  received  about  twice  as  many  re- 
ports of  robberies  In  August  as  In  July. 
The  reason  for  this,  In  part,  may  be 
the  work  being  done  by  the  Mayor's 
Office  to  get  people  In  the  Sunnydale 
and  vTsrtadon  Valley  to  report  crimes 
as  they  happen.  We  support  these  ef- 
forts completely 

GANG  ENFORCEMENT 

Gang  Enforcement  and  Street  Satu- 
ration (GESS)  Is  the  new  unit  formed 
by  Chief  Rlbera  to  attack  the  gang 
problem  that  has  been  escalating  In 
the  Mission  and  ingieskle  districts. 
Two  sergeants  and  12  officers  from 
both  Stations  will  be  working  dosery 
wtth  Adult  and  Juvenile  Probation  De- 
partments, S.F.  Unified  School  District, 
Mayor's  Office  of  Criminal  Justice,  Dis- 
trict Attorney's  Office,  and  state  and 
federal  agencies  In  an  all-out  assault 
on  gang  related  crime. 

AUTO  BOOSTINGS 

During  August,  auto  boostings  and 
thefts  went  up  24  percent,  due  hi  part 
to  the  termination  of  our  special  task 
force  targeting  these  crimes.  Without 


Visitacion  Valley 
Community  Center 
Senior  Program 

Funded  by  the  S.F.  Commission  on  the  Aging 
Open  365  Days  a  Year 

Lunch  Served  Every  Day 


Senior  Bingo  Sewing 
Holiday  Crafts  Blood  Pressure 

Senior  Council  Ceramics 
Day  Outings  Birthday  Partys 

Overnight  Excursions  Potlucks 
Reno  Trips  Houday  Celebrations 


66  Raymond  Ave.  467-4499 
Pat  Crocker :  Director 


Visitacion  Valley  Dental  Office 
Albert  Kuan,  D.D.S. 


1k 


mm 


10%  Senior  Discount 
37  Lei  and  Ave.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94134 

Monday  thru  Friday  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 
Saturday  9  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

Phone  239-5500  for  an  appointment 

Cantonese  Spoken 


proper  staffing,  our  efforts  In  these  ar- 
eas will  suffer. 
THANK  YOU 

Special  thanks  to  Lt.  Bill  Gilbert  for 
his  five  years  of  dedicated  service  at 
ingiestde  Station.  Bill  was  recently 
transferred  to  Narcotics  Investigations, 
an  area  where  he  has  demonstrated 
considerable  expertise  over  the  years. 

WELCOME.  LT.  PERA 

Welcome  to  Lt.  Pera,  who  comes  to 
us  from  Sexual  Assault  Investigations 
where  he  was  officer-In  -charge.  Lt. 
Pera  will  be  working  on  the  midnight 
shift,  and  Lt.  Tim  Foley  from  midnight 
shift  moves  up  to  take  the  position  va- 
cated by  Lt.  Gilbert  on  the  day  watch. 

NEW  BEAT  OFFICERS 

New  beat  officers  have  been  se- 
lected to  replace  Off.  Bud  Massey, 
who  is  now  a  field  training  officer,  and 
Off.  Bob  Payne,  who  has  been  oft 
work  due  to  an  injury.  Off.  Gary  At- 
cardo  will  walk  the  beat  on  Mission 
from  College  to  Brazil,  while  Off.  Ai  Mi- 
randa wil  walk  the  adjoining  beat  - 
Mission  St.  from  Ocean  to  Gotten  berg 

Both  officers  are  16-year  veterans  of 
the  force  and  plan  to  use  their  com- 
bined experience  to  help  solve  the 
problems  of  merchants  and  the  public 
In  their  areas. 

CRIME  PREVENTION  DAY 
SF-SAFE  will  sponsor  a  day  of  crime 
prevention  workshops  October  14  at 
the  Police  Academy  in  Diamond 
Heights.  Workshops  wifl  include 
self-defense  training,  cttizen  patrols, 
leadership  skills,  insghts  to  City  gov- 
ernment, building  code  enforcement, 
and  how  to  avoid  scams,  frauds  and 
pickpockets.  Your  $12  fee  Includes 
lunch.  Enrollment  is  limited  to  150 
people,  so  call  673-SAFE  now  to  sign 
up. 

OUTSTANDING  ARRESTS 
As  usual,  Ingieskle  police  officers, 
through  their  diligence  and  skill,  con- 
tinue to  make  outstanding  arrests. 
Here  are  just  a  few  of  the  notable 
cases  (there  are  many  more)  that  co 
cured  during  July  and  August: 

Paris  &  Persia:  Officers  Robert  Fra- 
zler  and  Rachel  Benton  were  respond- 
ing to  a  call  of  assistance  regarding  a 
person  who  had  been  shot.  As  they 
approached  a  car  In  traffic  with  their 
lights  and  sirens  going,  the  car  sped 
up  and  ran  a  stop  light  The  officers 
gave  chase  and  followed  the  car 
through  McLaren  Park,  where  they 
saw  the  occupants  toss  a  gun  out  the 
window  as  they  sped  along.  Eventu- 
ally the  car  crashed  into  a  parked  ve- 
hicle, and  the  officers  took  all  of  the 
occupants  Into  custody,  then  went 
back  and  recovered  the  loaded  .25 
cal.  automatic  pistol.  The  car  turned 
out  to  be  stolen  by  the  occupants,  who 
were  members  of  the  E-mob  gang  op- 
erating in  the  Excelsior. 


McLaren  Park.  Officers  Eric  O'Neal 
and  Manolo  Rosa!  (stll  In  his  proba- 
tionary year)  were  on  patrol  in 
McLaren  Park  during  the  early  morn- 
ing hours  when  a  young  woman  ran 
toward  them  hysterica Ity  screaming 
that  she  had  been  kidnapped  and 
raped  by  a  group  of  men.  With  the 
help  of  Sgt.  Rich  Reyes,  they  estab- 
lished a  perimeter  around  the  area 
where  the  men  were  thought  to  be  hid- 
ing and  called  for  dog  units  to  help  in 
the  search.  The  dogs  found  the  sus- 
pects, and  due  to  the  diligence  officers 
used  to  protect  the  crime  scene,  much 
useful  evidence  was  recovered. 

Highland  &  Mission.  A  flstflght  the 
day  before  between  the  31st  Street 
gang  and  the  Norte  gang  led  to  an  at- 
tempt at  revenge  by  the  Nortes.  A  dili- 
gent neighbor  saw  the  Nortes  stop  at 
the  comer  and  take  a  gun  out  of  the 
engine  compartment  of  their  car. 
When  they  couldn't  find  any  31st 
Street  gang  members,  they  put  the 
gun  back  and  drove  off.  The  neighbor 
called  9-1-1  with  a  description  of  the 
car  and  the  man  with  the  gun.  Sgt 
Perez,  and  Officers  Androvtch,  Del- 
Carlo  and  Etcheveste  heard  the  radio 
broadcast  issued  by  Dispatch  and 
based  the  caller's  Information.  They 
spotted  the  car  on  Cotter  St.,  but  the 
occupants  saw  them  and  ditched  the 


car  to  escape.  Officers  Pat  Tobln  and 
Yesenla  Grajeda  (still  In  Field  Training) 
re-lnterviewed  the  caller,  then  radioed 
their  Information  to  Dispatch.  As  offi- 
cers searched  the  vehicle,  they  found 
the  loaded  automatic  assault  gun  right 
where  the  caller  told  Officers  Tobln 
and  Yesenla  It  would  be,  along  with  ID 
belonging  to  a  known  parolee.  The  of- 
ficers obtained  information  from  me 
suspect's  parole  agent  to  conduct  a 
search  of  his  residence  on  Andover  St. 
With  help  from  the  RSVP  unit,  which 
specializes  in  parole  arrests,  the  sus- 
pect was  arrested  at  home  the  follow- 
ing day  along  with  his  roommate.  A 
large  quantity  of  narcotics  tor  sale  was 
found  in  their  house. 

Bemal  Heights.  A  16-year  ok)  our- 
giar,  wanted  for  a  residential  burglary 
that  netted  $30,000  In  Jewelry  and  sus- 
pected of  numerous  additional  burgla- 
ries In  the  Bemal  Heights  area,  was 
caught  due  to  the  alertness  of  two  offi- 
cers taking  a  lunch  break.  Officers 
Vivian  Bruce  and  Brenda  Rodgers  saw 
the  suspect  walk  down  the  street  and 
go  Into  the  China  Restaurant  at  525 
Cortland.  The  officers  went  in  right 
behind  him  and  after  a  few  questions 
to  verify  his  Identity,  gave  me  angry 
young  burglar  a  quick  ride  to  the 
Youth  Guidance  Center. 


OONHA  Events 

Call  for  reeervationa  and  information. 
FORT  FUNSTON 

'The  Comeback  Trait.  See  restoration  of 
dune*  which  once  prevailed  in  Sen  Fran- 
cieco  in  •  three  mile  hike.  10  a.m.  October 
1  (239-2366). 

'Going  Natrvet.  Restore  netting  eite  of 
the  bank  ewaJlow,  9  a.m.  October  27 
(666-8642). 

'Who  Wat  Fearless  Freddie?,  learn 
about  Fort  Funaton  during  its  army  days,  2 
p.m.  October  7  (566-8642). 

FORT  POINT 

'Picture  Thlet  Photography  instruction 
for  youth  age  8  and  up,  10:30  a.m.  Octo- 
ber 21  (661-4323). 

'Pier  Crabbing:  Learn  about  equipment, 
bait  (60  cents  fee)  and  regulations.  2  p.m. 
October  7.  28  (661-4323). 

'The  Stuff  Forts  are  Made  of.  Budding 
engineers  and  achrtects  can  explore  Fort 
Point.  10  a.m.  October  29  (661-4323). 

OCEAN  BEACH 

'  Adopt-e-Beech  Clean-up  Day.  Bring 
friends  and  family  to  help  clean  Ocean 
Beach.  10  a_m.  October  16  (666-8642). 

*  Beach  Party  Campfirw.  Bring  marshmal- 
lowe  to  Lincoln  Way  and  Great  Highway  6 
p-m.  October  20  (6666642). 

•Plight  of  the  Plover.  Take  a  beach  walk 
to  learn  about  the  endangered  snowy  plov- 
ers. 10  a_m.  October  14  (666-8642). 

PRESIDIO 

"Architecture  and  Cultural  Landscape.  1 
p-m.  October  14  (661-4323). 

•Back  to  the  Future:  Walking  tour  of  the 
Presidio,  10  a.m.  October  1,  7,  8.  16,  29; 
1  p.m.  October  2,  16  (661-4323). 

'Cemetery  Walk.  Tour  the  S.F.  National 
Cemetery.  10:30  am.  October  16 
(661-4323). 

"Don't  Need  No  009:  Explore  Cnsey 
Field  and  ha  role  in  earty  aviation  history. 
10  a.m.  October  14  (661-4323). 


'Invasion  Dissuasion.  Walk  coastal  trails 
and  see  how  soldiers  guarded  the  Golden 
Gate.  10  a.m.  October  28  (561-4323). 

*  The  Last  Gurt  Demonstration  of  the  last 
operational  gun  of  its  kind,  10  a. m.  Octo- 
ber 7.  8  (661-4323). 

•Lovers'  Lane  Hiatonc  Trait  Presidio's 
past  and  future  in  two-mile  hike.  3  p.m. 
October  7,  28  (661-4323). 

'The  1915  Fair.  San  Francisco  hosted  an 
international  exposition  in  1916  to  cele- 
brate completion  of  the  Panama  Canal  and 
the  rebirth  of  the  city  after  the  1906  fire. 
View  a  model  of  the  Jewel  City  and  hear 
about  this  short-lrved  miracle.  2  p.m.  Octo- 
ber 1.  8.  15.  22(566-4323). 

*  Mysterious  Presidio:  Tales  from  the  Dark 
Side:  Explore  the  Presidio  by  candlelight 
and  hear  tales  of  mystery,  intrigue  and 
haunting.  7:30  p.m.  October  31  (661-4323). 

'Patriotism  and  Prejudice:  Japa- 
nese-American intelligence  officers  were 
crucial  to  military  planning  in  World  War  II, 
even  while  their  families  were  interned  in 
wartime  camps.  A  short  walk  will  show 
where  both  actions  began.  1  p.m.  October 
14(661-4323). 

'Pedaling  the  Preetdicr.  Bike  ride  through 
the  Presidio.  10  a.rrt  October  1.  21 
(661-4323). 

•From  Poet  to  Park  One-mile  walk 
around  Civil  War-era  boundary,  1  p.m.  Oc- 
tober 6.  8.  13.  20,  27(661-4323). 

•Streete  of  the  Preekto:  How  Presidio 
streets  were  named,  1  p.m.  October  28 
(661-4323). 

•A  Walk  on  the  Wild  Side  Learn  about 
plants,  animals  and  geology.  10  am.  Octo- 
ber 22  (561-4323). 

SAN  FRANCISCO  MEMORIAL 

'Baffle  of  the  U.S.S.  San  Francisco: 
Learn  about  this  ship's  role  in  battle.  11 
am.  October  14  (566-8642). 

SUTRO  HEIGHTS 

'Sutro  Heights  Stroll:  Meet  ranger  at 
Lion's  Gate,  11  a.m.  October  21. 


A  NEW  START 
HAIR  STUDIO 


Men  -  Vvbmen  -  Children 

SHAMPOO/HAIR  CUT/$rra£_.„35.00 

TRIM/WRAP/STTLE  .30.00 

SHAMPOO/PRESS  CURL  30.00 

SENIOR  CITIZEN  20.00 
CHILDREN  UNDER  12  YKS  20.00 

SHAMPOO/BLOW  DRY.  30.00 

SHAMPOO/ROLLER  SET.  25.00 

MASTERCARD    &    VISA  ACCEPTED 

CALL  for  an  appointment 
or  COME  IN 


(415)  584-3077 
222  Leland  Ave. 
San  Francisco,  CA  94134 


COME  VISIT  OUR  BOUTIQUE 
FEATURING  AFRICAN  DRESS 
CASUAL  DRESS    SPORTSWEAR  ACCESSORIES 
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PUBLIC  NOTICE  AND  FACT  SHEET 
September  1995 

California  Environmental  Protection  Agency,  Department  of  Toxic  Substances  Control,  Region  2 
State  Announces  Public  Comment  Period  on  Draft  Removal  Action  Work  Plan  and  Proposed  Negative  Declaration. 


INTRODUCTION 

The  California  Environmental  Protection  Agency  (Cal/EPA), 
Department  of  Toxic  Substances  Control  (DTSC),  has  issued 
this  Public  Notice  and  Fact  Sheet  to  describe  and  request  pub- 
lic comments  on  a  draft  Removal  Action  Design  and  Imple- 
mentation Work  Plan  (Removal  Action  Work  Plan)  and  a  pro- 
posed Negative  Declaration  for  soil  cleanup  activities  at  the 
Pacific  Lithograph  site  (Site)  at  2555  Bayshore  Boulevard,  San 
Francisco,  California  (Figure  1:  Site  Location  Map).  Soil  stud- 
ies have  shown  that  volatile  organic  compounds  (VOCs)  are 
present  in  shallow  soils  beneath  portions  of  the  northeast  cor- 
ner of  the  site  building. 

Throughout  this  fact  sheer,  words  or  phases  in  bold,  italicized 
type  are  defined  in  the  Glossary. 
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PUBLIC  NOTICE 

DTSC  announces  a  30-day  public  review  and  comment  period 
for  the  draft  Removal  Action  Work  Plan.  The  public  comment 
period  will  run  from  September  15  through  October  16,  1995. 
A  public  meeting  is  scheduled  to  discuss  the  draft  Removal 
Action  Work  Plan  and  proposed  Negative  Declaration.  The 
meeting  will  be  held  at: 

Public  Meeting 

Visitacion  Valley  Community  Center 
50  Raymond  Avenue 
San  Francisco 
October  12,  1995 
7  p.m. 


The  documents  are  available  for  review  in  the  information  re- 
positories, noted  on  this  page.  Comments  will  be  received  both 
at  the  public  meeting  and  by  mail  any  time  during  the  com- 
ment period.  Send  comments  to  DTSC  at  address  shown  in  the 
box  (lower  right). 

DTSC  encourages  interested  members  of  the  community  to  com- 
ment and  ask  questions  about  the  draft  plan.  Your  interest  and 
comments  will  help  ensure  a  thorough  review  of  the  informa- 
tion gathered  and  alternatives  considered.  DTSC  will  review 
the  comments  and  prepare  a  formal  response,  which  will  also 
be  available  in  the  information  repositories.  The  draft  Removal 
Action  Work  Plan  may  be  revised  to  incorporate  relevant  com- 
ments. 

SITE  HISTORY 

The  site  building  is  one  of  several  buildings  in  an  area  used 
primarily  for  industrial  and  manufacturing  purposes  since  the 
1920s.  In  the  early  1950s,  Schlage  Lock  Company  (Schlage) 
purchased  the  Site  from  Southern  Pacific  and  constructed  Plant 
3,  a  one-story  concrete  structure,  adjoining  other  Schlage  plant 
buildings.  Schlage  manufactured  door  and  other  hardware  for 
approximately  27  years  at  this  facility.  Based  on  1963  blue- 
prints, it  appears  that  Schlage  converted  a  hardware  polishing 
room  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  building  into  two  rooms. 
Area  1,  which  contains  a  below-ground  sump  (referred  to  in 
other  documents  as  a  lift  station),  was  apparently  part  of  a 
door  hardware  degreasing  process.  Similarly,  Schlage  appar- 
ently used  chlorinated  solvents  for  hardware  stripping  in  Area 
2  (referred  to  as  the  strip  room). 

In  approximately  March  1980,  Schlage  sold  the  property  to 
Pacific  Lithograph  Company,  Inc.  (Pacific  Lithograph).  At  that 
time,  Schlage  removed  most  equipment,  other  than  the  sump 
in  Area  1.  From  1980  to  1993,  Pacific  Lithograph  ran  a  litho- 
graphic reproduction  operation  in  the  building.  Pacific  Litho- 
graph reports  that  it  did  not  use  the  sump  in  Area  1;  the  com- 
pany stored  mainly  nonchlorinated  solvents  in  Area  2. 

SHALLOW  SOIL  INVESTIGATIONS 

In  September  1993,  EMCON  Associates  conducted  soil  sam- 
pling. This  soil  sampling  was  done  as  a  standard  part  of  a  po- 
tential property  purchase.  At  that  time.  Pacific  Lithograph 
informed  DTSC  that  soil  contamination  had  been  discovered 
on  the  Site.  A  Preliminary  Endangerment  Assessment  (PEA) 
conducted  in  1994  by  Treadwell  8c  Rollo,  Inc.,  on  behalf  of 
Schlage  included  shallow  soil  sampling  in  or  adjacent  to  Areas 
1  and  2.  Analytical  results  from  these  soil  sampling  investiga- 
tions showed  elevated  levels  of  chlorinated  solvents,  including 


perchloroethene  (PCE)  (also  called  tetrachloroethene),  and 
trichloroetbene  (TCE)  in  shallow  soil.  Analysis  of  the  sam- 
pling showed  elevated  levels  of: 

•  PCE,  in  concentrations  up  to  2,200  parts  per  million  (ppm)  imme- 
diately beneath  the  lift  station,  and 

•  TCE,  in  concentrations  up  to  23  ppm  in  soil  beneath  portions  of 
the  two  rooms  to  a  depth  of  approximately  six  feet  below  ground 
surface. 

Soil  beneath  the  rooms  consists  of  clayey  and  silry  sand  with 
groundwater  encountered  at  six  to  10  feet  below  ground  sur- 
face. 

REMOVAL  ACTION  WORK  PLAN 

In  order  to  clean  up  contaminated  soil  beneath  the  rooms  de- 
scribed above,  DTSC  required  Pacific  Lithograph  to  prepare  a 
draft  Removal  Action  Work  Plan.  This  document  includes  an 
Engineering  Evaluation/Cost  Analysis  (EE/CA)  evaluating  sev- 
eral cleanup  alternatives  and  recommends  a  preferred  approach 
based  on  protection  of  public  health  and  the  environment,  tech- 
nical feasibility  and  cost. 

Technical  consultants  considered  several  technologies  to  ad- 
dress soil  cleanup  including  vapor  extraction,  on-site  treatment, 
removal  and  disposal.  Based  on  review  of  those  technologies, 
four  remediation  alternatives  were  developed  and  evaluated. 
Evaluation  criteria  for  each  alternative  included  environmen- 
tal impacts,  implementabiliry,  effectiveness  and  cost. 

The  four  soil  remediation  alternatives  evaluated  as  part  of  the 
draft  Removal  Action  Work  Plan  are  summarized  as  follows: 

Alternative  1:  No  Action.  This  alternative  would  leave  the  site 
in  its  current  condition.  The  No  Action  alternative  is  required 
by  law  and  provides  a  baseline  against  which  to  measure  other 
alternatives. 

Alternative  2:  In  situ  (or  in  place)  vapor  extraction  uses  vapor 
extraction  wells  to  remove  VOCs  from  site  soil.  The  extracted 
vapor  would  be  treated  by  passing  it  through  granular  acti- 
vated carbon  that  absorbs  VOCs.  Alternative  2  was  not  se- 
lected because  shallow  groundwater  conditions  at  the  Site  would 
likely  interfere  with  vapor  extraction  effectiveness,  prolonging 
cleanup. 

Alternative  3:  Excavation  and  on-site  treatment  cleans  up  the 
Site  by  digging-up  approximately  155  cubic  yards  of  affected 
soil  beneath  the  building,  followed  by  on-site  soil  treatment. 
Affected  soil  would  be  spread  on  plastic  in  an  open  area,  then 
covered.  The  cover  would  be  removed  partially  and  the  soil 
periodically  turned  over  so  that  the  volatile  chemicals  would 
evaporate  into  the  air  at  a  rate  approved  by  the  Bay  Area  Air 
Quality  Control  District.  If  necessary  to  control  dust,  the  soil 
piles  would  be  watered-down.  Upon  completion  of  on-site  treat- 
ment by  this  aeration  method,  the  soil  would  be  transported 
for  disposal  at  an  appropriate  landfill.  Alternative  3  was  se- 
lected as  the  preferred  alternative. 

Alternative  4:  Excavation  and  off-site  disposal  involves  dig- 
ging-up approximately  1 55  cubic  yards  of  affected  soil  beneath 
the  two  rooms  in  the  building.  Excavated  soil  would  be  loaded 
into  trucks  for  transport  off  site  to  a  hazardous  waste  disposal 
facility.  Alternative  4  was  not  selected  because  the  cost  was 
substantially  higher  than  the  cost  involved  in  Alternative  3  due 
to  high  disposal  costs  for  untreated  soil. 

RECOMMENDED  CLEANUP  METHOD 

On  the  basis  of  the  evaluation  presented  in  the  draft  Removal 
Action  Work  Plan,  Alternative  3  was  selected  as  the  recom- 
mended method  to  clean  up  soil  at  the  Site.  Alternative  3  will 
protect  public  health  and  the  environment,  is  technically  fea- 
sible and  cost-effective. 

This  alternative  consists  of  the  following  steps: 

1.  Locate  all  under-floor  piping  and  utilities 

2.  Remove  the  concrete  floor  slab  around  the  sump  in  Area  1 
and  in  Area  2  to  gain  access  to  the  underlying  soil  (refer  to 
Figure  2). 

3.  Excavate  approximately  25  cubic  yards  of  soil  around  the 
sump  in  Area  1,  removing  the  steel  sump  structure,  and 
break-up  the  concrete  floor  for  easier  removal,  then  re- 
moving the  debris.  Also,  excavate  approximately  130  cu- 
bic yards  of  soil,  to  six  feet  below  ground  surface,  in  Area 
2.  Soil  removal  would  be  completed  by  dividing  the  total 
soil  volume  into  smaller  amounts,  or  cells,  which  would 
be  excavated  and  backfilled  alternately  to  permit  soil  re- 
moval next  to  walls  and  footings. 

4.  Spread  excavated  soil  on  plastic  within  a  fenced  area  on 
the  adjacent  parking  lot  to  aerate.  Exposing  stockpiled 
soil  to  air  would  remove  the  VOCs. 

5.  Load  the  aerated  soil  into  trucks  for  transport  to  a  landfill 
facility. 

Environmental  impacts  associated  with  Alternative  3  are  con- 
sidered to  be  relatively  low.  Construction  workers  inside  the 
building  would  use  respirators  and  other  personal  protection 
equipment  to  protect  from  chemical  vapors  that  could  build  up 
inside  the  rooms  during  excavation  and  soil  movement.  Air 
monitoring  for  chemical  vapors  and  dust  will  occur  through- 
out the  cleanup  activities.  Dust  control  measures  will  include 
covering  soil  piles  with  plastic  and  watering,  as  required.  The 
amount  of  VOCs  released  during  the  soil  aeration  process,  which 
would  occur  outside  the  building,  would  be  below  regulatory 
thresholds  and  present  no  risk  to  nearby  workers,  pedestrians 
or  residents. 
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CEQA  REQUIREMENTS 

In  addition  to  the  draft  Removal  Action  Work  Plan,  DTSC  has 
prepared  a  California  Environmental  Quality  Act  Negative  Dec- 
laration. The  proposed  Negative  Declaration  finds  that  the 
proposed  project  —  performing  these  cleanup  activities  —  would 
not  have  a  significant  adverse  impact  on  the  environment. 

SCHEDULE 

The  recommended  cleanup  alternative  may  be  implemented  in 
two  months.  The  current  plan  is  to  conduct  the  removal  dur- 
ing the  autumn  of  1995,  weather  permitting. 

GLOSSARY 

Chlorinated  Solvents  -  Chemical  compounds  containing  chlo- 
rine such  has  perchloroethene  (PCE)  and  trichloroethene  (TCE) 
used  as  solvents. 

Cubic  Yards  -  A  term  of  measurement.  Fifteen  cubic  yards 
equals  approximately  one  dump  truck  load. 

Engineering  Evaluation/Cost  Analysis  (EE/CA)  -  An  evalua- 
tion to  assess  the  most  technically  sound  and  cost-effective  al- 
ternative for  cleanup. 

Groundwater  -  Water  beneath  the  ground  surface  that  flows 
through  soil  and  rock  openings. 

Lift  Station  -  A  pumping  facility  with  a  reservoir  from  which 
one  or  more  pumps  discharge  liquid  to  a  higher  elevation. 
Parts  per  million  (ppm)  -  A  unit  of  measure  used  to  describe 
levels  or  concentrations  of  contamination.  For  example,  one 
drop  of  liquid  in  Vi  barrel  of  liquid  would  create  a  concentra- 
tion of  approximately  1  ppm.  One  ppm  equals  0.0001  per- 
cent. 

Perchloroethene  (PCE)  -  A  volatile  organic  compound  that  was 
used  primarily  as  a  dry-cleaning  agent.  It  is  often  referred  to  as 
"perc,"  also  known  as  tetrachloroethene.  It  is  toxic  and  listed 
as  a  cancer-causing  chemical  under  Proposition  65. 
Preliminary  Endangerment  Assessment  (PEA)  -  A  study  which 
is  performed  to  determine  whether  current  or  past  waste  man- 
agement practices  have  resulted  in  the  release  or  threatened 
release  of  hazardous  substances  that  pose  a  threat  to  public 
health  or  the  environment. 

Removal  Action  Design  and  Implementation  Wort  Plan  (Re- 
moval Action  Work  Plan)  -  A  plan  which  evaluates  cleanup 
alternatives  (the  Engineering  Evaluation/Cost  Analysis)  and 
develops  a  preferred  alternative  design  and  method  for  imple- 
mentation. 

Sump  -  A  pit  or  tank  that  catches  liquid  runoff  for  drainage  or 
disposal. 

Trichloroethene  (TCE)  -  A  volatile  organic  compound  that  is 
often  used  as  an  industrial  degreasing  solvent.  It  is  toxic  and  is 
listed  as  a  cancer-causing  chemical  under  Proposition  65. 
Volatile  Organic  Compounds  (VOCs)  -  Carbon-containing 
chemical  compounds  that  evaporate  readily.  These  compounds 
are  found  in  industrial  solvents,  degreasers,  paint  thinners,  and 
nail  polish. 


INFORMATION  REPOSITORIES 

The  full  Administrative  Record  pertaining  to  this 
matter  is  available  at  DTSC.  The  Draft  RAW, 
proposed  Negative  Declaration,  fact  sheet  and 
other  documents  are  available  for  review  at; 

Visitacion  Valley  Community  Center 

50  Raymond  Avenue 
San  Francisco 
(415)467-6400 

San  Francisco  Public  Library 
Visitacion  Valley  Branch 
45  Leland  Avenue 
San  Francisco 
(415)337-4790 


SEND  COMMENTS  TO: 

Cal/EPA-DTSC 

700  Heinz  Avenue,  Suite  200 

Berkeley,  CA  94710-2737 

(510)540-3840 

Contact:  Beth  Bufton 


Wedding  of  the  Waters 

By  Craig  Carrozzi 


Our  adventurer  awakens  on  his  first 
morning  in  Brazil. 

LOST  IN  THE  BUSH 

vaguely,  as  (tough  from  a  great  dis- 
tance, I  heard  a  steady  rapping  sound. 
It's  like  a  woodpecker,  I  thought,  stir- 
ring groggily.  Or  a  beaver  tamping 
down  the  mud  on  Its  dam.  I  wish  It 
would  shut  up  ...  I  sat  up  on  the  bed, 
remembering  where  I  was.  A  voice 
called  me  from  the  other  side  of  the 
door.  It's  Hector,  l  thought.  He  hasn't 
forgotten  our  appointment  after  al. 

"Wait  a  moment"  I  called 

"Yes,  but  hurry,"  he  answered. 

What's  the  hurry?  I  thought  as  I  got 
out  of  bed.  My  brain  was  still  fogged 
wttn  sleep.  I  pulled  on  my  clothes.  I 
opened  the  door  and  faced  Hector. 
He  looked  at  me  with  surprise. 

"Do  I  look  that  bad?"  I  asked  him. 

"You  look  hungover.  Did  you 
sleep?" 

'Yes,  for  a  while.  I  feel  better  now. 
I  just  have  to  wake  up." 

Hectors  face  was  sympathetic. 

"What's  happening?"  I  asked  him. 
"What  did  you  find  out?" 

'WeN,  I  have  some  bad  news  ...  I 
checked  around  the  wharf  and  with 
some  of  my  friends  who  know  about 
such  things  and  •  to  their  knowledge  - 
there  are  no  boats  leaving  for  Manaus 
until  the  end  of  the  week.  Maybe  Sat- 
urday." 

"Are  you  sure?" 

'Yes!    Positive!  ...  But  one 
knows." 

"What  do  you  mean  by  that?" 

"Somebody  wants  to  go  home  early. 
Schedules  change." 

"But  It's  unlikely." 

"Exactly." 

Dam!  I  thought.  Looks  Ike  I'll  have 
to  scrap  my  plan  and  go  back  to  Leti- 
cia   So  much  for  Manaus  ..  What  a 


Are  there  jaguars  here?" 

Hector  laughed.  "No,  not  this  close 
to  town.    Thank  God  ...  Are  you 
tired?" 
"A  llttie  bit.  But  I'm  fine." 
"I'll  go  slower  now." 
Hector  started  forward;  I  stepped 
gingerly  after  him.  Hte  warning  words 
and  the  gloom  of  the  forest  played  on 
my  mind.    My  scalp  tingled  and  my 
senses   were   heightened  Every 
road  thinned  out  and  the  vegetation  rustling  limb  caught  my  eye.  I  heard 
thickened.  Several  abandoned  houses  jabbering  monkeys  and  the  whir  of  lo- 


wers overgrown  with  vines  and  brush 
The  mud  sucked  at  our  shoes. 
"Pretty  soon,  right?"  I  asked  Hector. 
"Yes,  pretty  soon." 
Hector  walked  slower  and  slower 
and  slower.  He  kept  finding  excuses 
to  stop.  He  cast  longing  gazes  back 
to  the  town. 

"Let's  go,"  I  urged  him.  "It's  getting 
late." 

"Yes,  you're  right,  we  should  come 
back  in  the  morning.' 

"Why?  Just  a  short  walk,  man. 
What's  the  problem?" 
'No  problem.'  He  shuffled  forward. 
Al  the  bragging  he  did  earlier,  l 
thought,  about  what  an  experienced 
guide  he  is.  He  doesn't  seem  to  have 
a  due. 

Opposite  the  last  of  a  string  of  mod- 
est residences,  we  reached  a  narrow 
footpath  that  led  into  the  bush.  A  boy 
about  Hector's  age  sat  with  half-closed 
eyes  on  a  log  beside  the  trail. 

"This  is  a  friend  of  mine,'  Hector 
said  to  me.  "He  lives  here  and  goes 
into  the  jungle  every  day.  I'D  ask  him 
how  K  is  today." 

Hector  greeted  his  friend  and  Intro- 
duced me.  Then  they  spoke  for  sev- 
eral minutes.  Concentrate  as  I  might, 
I  was  able  to  understand  only  an  occa- 
sional word.  I  watched  Hector's  face. 
He  maintained  a  grave  countenance 
never  as  he  talked  and  gestured  toward  the 
bush.  His  friend  chuckled  several 
times.  I  folded  my  arms  and  watted 
At  last  Hector  finished  talking  and 
turned  to  me. 
'Well?"  I  asked. 

Hector's  shoulders  slumped  and  his 
eyes  were  downcast.  "Bad  news,"  he 
said.  'My  friend  says  the  ground  Is 
very  treacherous  because  of  unusually 


sects  wings  I  Imagined  a  jaguar  leap- 
ing from  the  camouflage  of  a  tree  and 
onto  my  unprotected  back.  I  could 
feel  the  claws  digging  into  my  flesh 
and  the  teeth  at  my  throat.  Don't  be 
ridiculous,  I  thought.  There  are  no 
jaguars  here.  And  even  If  there  were, 
there's  better  things  to  eat  than  me. 

As  we  continued  on  and  nothing  un- 
toward occured,  my  anxiety  lessened. 
I  became  entranced  by  the  richness 
and  variety  of  the  flora  and  fauna.  I 
marvelled  at  nature's  Imagination  and 
flair  for  adaptation.  We  reached  an 
open  space  under  a  tree  and  I  paused 
for  a  closer  look.  In  the  immediate 
area,  I  saw  ferns  wttn  leaves  like  flap- 
ping elephant  ears  -  trees  with  thick 
gnarled  limbs,  spkaHng  their  branches 
into  the  sky  and  forming  a  canopy  that 
blocked  out  the  sun  -  bright  red  ber- 
ries -  poisonous  fruit  -  beckoning  entic- 
ingly from  a  bed  of  emerald 
Multi-colored  dragon  flies  with  a  metal- 
lic glint,  hovering,  then  buzzing  away 
like  helicopters.  A  praying  mantis  the 
size  of  my  thumb.  In  meditative  pose, 
green  as  the  leaf  It  sat  on,  waiting  for 
something  to  fall  Into  Its  clutches.  I 
saw  all  this  and  much  more.  I 
cranked  my  neck  from  side  to  side,  let- 
ting my  senses  ddnk  until  they  were 
satiated. 

"Let's  go,"  said  Hector,  a  worried 
look  on  his  face.    "It's  getting  late. 
This  is  no  place  to  get  stuck 
dark,  believe  me." 

We  resumed  the  hike.  Hector  took  a 
circular  route  and  we  left  the  forest 
and  returned  to  overgrown  brush.  We 
must  be  close  to  town,  I  thought. 

Then  we  blundered  from  one  blind 
rut  to  another.  Everything  looked  fa- 
miliar, but  nothing  was  absolutely  the 
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about  as  well  versed  in  Jungle  craft  as 
me  I  hope  I  didn't  make  a  big  mis- 
take with  him.  I  don't  feel  like  sleep- 
ing In  a  tree. 

I  caught  up  to  Hector  and  walked 
beside  him.  He  kept  his  eyes  glued  to 
the  ground. 

"Don't  worry.'  he  said.  "There's  a 
trail  that  cuts  through  here  and  leads 
back  to  town.  I  should  find  It  any  mo- 
ment." 

"All  right,  Hector,  I  believe  you. 
Take  your  time." 

We  wandered  on.  Hector  made  sev- 
eral detours  and  backtracked,  three  or 
four  times.    He  continued  to  assure 
me  that  everything  was  fine,  but  the 
concerned  look  on  his  face  belled  his 
words.  I  remained  silent,  not  wanting 
to  upset  his  concentration.  Then  he 
backtracked  again  and  I  could  no 
longer  contain  myself. 
"Where  are  we  going,  Hector?" 
"The  mam  path  Is  just  ahead  of  us," 
he  replied,  forcing  a  smile.  "I  am  sure 
of  It.  I  Just  spotted  a  landmark  I  recog- 
nize." 
"I  hope  so ..." 

A  moment  later,  we  encountered  a 
narrow  path  and  followed  it  to  a  broad 
clearing. 

"Now  I  know  where  we  are,"  said 
Hector.   There's  no  problem.'  The 
relief  was  evident  in  his  voice. 
I  breathed  easier. 

"What's  going  on  here?"  I  asked 
Hector,  surveying  the  field. 

"They  are  preparing  this  zone  for 
cultivation.  They  came  through  here  a 
few  days  ago  with  machetes  and  axes. 
Soon  they  will  bum." 
"It  looks  weird  * 

Fallen  timber,  like  wasted  corpses 
on  the  field  of  battle,  lay  dormant  and 
forbodlng  on  the  exposed  black  loam. 
Five  foot  high  mounds  of  earth  and 
after  twigs  rose  eerily  over  the  vegetation 
rotting  In  the  hot  sun. 

"What  are  those  mounds?"  I  asked 
Hector,  walking  over  to  examine  one. 
"These  are  ant  NHs,"  he  said. 
•Ant  hlls?" 

I  took  out  my  camera  and  snapped  a 
few  pictures.  I  took  one  of  Hector 
posing  next  to  one  of  the  ant  hills. 


Attractive  tile  art  is  displayed 
by  artist  Hyoka  Bells  at  the  Na- 
tive Daughters  Design  Studio  in 
Paso  Robles,  CA.  Many  neigh- 
bors remember  Hyoka,  a  for- 
mer Valley  resident,  as  the 
Community  Center's  trusty 
gardening  instructor  who  also 
wrote  the  Grapevine's  monthly 
"How  Do  Your  Gardens 
Grow?"  column. 


bummer!  But  what  the  hell.  I'll  wait 
around  Benjamin  Constant  for  a  cou- 
ple of  days  and  do  some  checking  on 
my  own.  I'm  still  not  so  sure  about 
this  Hector.  He  might  be  a  llttie  con 
artist  ...  Let's  see  what  develops. 
Maybe  a  favorable  whim  will  blow  my 
way  and  everything  will  work  out.  if 
not  ...  well,  I  know  I  can  have  a  good 
time  in  Let  Ida 

"What  do  you  want  to  do  this  after- 
noon?" asked  Hector,  Interrupting  my 
thoughts.  "I  can  show  you  more  of 
Benjamin  Constant ..." 

"No.  Let's  go  for  a  turn  in  the  Jun- 
gle like  we  planned.  Just  wait  a  mo- 
ment while  I  put  on  these  boots." 

"All  right  if  you  like.  But  there's 
one  problem.' 

"What?" 

"It's  pretty  late  to  go  into  the  bush. 
We  have  only  a  few  hours  of  daylight 
left  and  ...  the  Jungle  Is  very  danger- 
ous in  the  dark.  There  are  snakes 
and  spiders  and  scorpions  ...  I  think  it 
would  be  better  if  we  go  early  in  the 
morning 


heavy  rains  ...  He  thinks  it  would  be 
advisable  to  stay  on  solid  ground  and 
away  from  the  forest." 

"Realty?"  I  stepped  on  the  footpath 
and  tested  the  ground,    "it  doesn't  "Nothing 
look  that  bad.  It's  no  worse  than  the  trol." 


same.  Hector  muttered  to  himself  and 
walked  faster.  We're  traveling  In  a  cir- 
cle. I  thought. 
'Hector,  what's  going  on?* 


Then  he  took  one  of  me.  Hector's 
serf -assurance  returned.  He  chattered 
about  his  dual  life  In  Benjamin  Con- 
stant and  LetJcia   "I  hope  to  open  my 


Everything  is  under  con-  own  tour  agency  someday."  he  said. 

"The  problem  Is,  I'm  not  sure  where  I 


road  we  came  here  on." 

Hector  avoided  my  eyes.  "The  mud 
Is  much  worse  the  farther  you  go. 
That's  what  my  friend  says." 

"The  plants  don't  hold  the  ground? 
...  I  don't  understand.  Hector?  What  is 
the  problem?  You  told  me  you  had 
plenty  of  experience  as  a  guide." 

'I  do!  The  problem  is  with  the 
mud." 

"Look,  man,  I  have  boots  for  the 
mud.  And  you  should  be  used  to  tt  ft 
must  rain  here  all  the  time  ...  But  I 
don't  care,  if  you  think  lt;s  too  danger- 
ous -  no  problem.  We  can  do  some- 
thing else.* 

"You  think  I'm  afraid?" 

"I  don't  think  anything.  What  do  you 
think?" 

Hector  stared  at  the  shrubbery  for  a 
moment.   "Lets  go."   He  turned  and 


Oh  yeah.  I  thought  This  guy  seems  want  to  live.   Leticia  has  mote  busi- 


ness. -  established  competition.  It 
would  be  difficult.  Here  In  Benjamin 
Constant  I  have  many  friends  to  help 
me  get  started." 

"Think  It  out  wefl,*  I  commented. 
"But  it  sounds  like  you  have  the  right 
Idea." 
"I  think  so.' 

We  rested  and  chatted  for  a  while 
longer.  I  liked  Hector  for  his  enthusi- 
asm and  cheerfulness.  He  was  start- 
ing to  grow  on  me.  I  Just  hope  he  gets 
us  out  of  this  bush  without  further 
problems.  I  thought. 

While  we  talked,  dark  ominous 
clouds  congregated  overhead.  The 
sky  turned  blue-gray  and  a  damp  wind 
rustled  the  high  grass  and  bushes. 

S*«  Page  8 


"No.  We  can  go  to  the  outskirts  of  followed  the  footpath;  I  was  right  be- 


town  for  a  short  hike.    That's  all 
Nothing  special.' 
"Yes,  we  can  do  that." 
"Let's  do  It  then." 

We  left  the  pensao  and  headed  for 
the  outskirts  of  town.  After  a  few 
bocks  of  dusty  walking,  I  wanted 
something  to  drink. 

"How's  the  beer  In  Brazil?"  I  asked 
Hector. 

•it's  good." 

"Let's  stop  and  get  one." 

We  stopped  at  a  neighborhood 
store.  I  ordered  a  beer.  Hector  asked 
for  a  soda.  The  man  gave  me  a  large 
tall  bottle  The  beer  was  cased  Antar- 
tica  I  Iked  the  name,  I  thought.  A 
taste  of  the  frozen  South  while  swel- 
tering on  the  Equator.  I  took  a  swig. 
The  beer  was  cold  and  good.  Tastes 
better  than  the  Colombian  beer,  I 
thought. 

Hector  drank  a  Quarana,  a  carbon- 
ated fruit  drink 

"Do  you  drink  beer?"  I  asked  him. 

"Sometimes.  But  not  when  I'm 
working  ...  Anyway.  I  prefer  Guarana. 
Beer  tastes  bitter  to  me." 

We  left  the  cool  gloom  of  the  store 
and  walked.  The  beer  had  buoyed  my 
spirits,  and  refreshed  my  tongue  and 
throat.  We  passed  the  center  of  town 
with  Its  public  buildings  and  swung  left 
toward  the  rtver  Hector  was  a  consci- 
entious tour  guide.  He  made  several 
detours  to  show  me  such  points  of  In- 
terest as  the  hospital,  the  high  school 
and  the  homes  of  town  personages.  I 
grew  bored.  The  whole  town  seems  to 
be  cheap  brick  and  corrugated  metal,  I 
thought.  Everything  Is  bland  and  uni- 
form. 

As  we  ascended  a  gentle  slope  that 
paralleled  the  Amazon,  the  road, 
shaded  by  huge  trees,  grew  muddy. 
The  houses  along  the  sides  of  the 


hind  him.  We  entered  a  maze  of 
weeds  and  brush. 

"This  Isn't  realty  Jungle,*  said  Hec- 
tor. "It's  reclaimed  farmland  that  they 
are  letting  He  fallow  for  a  year  or  so." 

"It's  still  thick,-  l  said,  pushing  a 
vine  away  from  my  face. 

This  is  nothing   Walt  until  later." 

After  five  minutes  of  walking,  the 
footpath  disappeared  and  we  plunged 
into  dense  foliage.  Though  I  was  cov- 
ered with  Insect  repellent,  swarms  of 
bugs  dove  at  my  face.  I  swatted  at 
them  and  forged  ahead.  Hector 
moved  fast,  threading  a  meandering 
course.  Within  minutes,  I  was  breath- 
ing heavily  and  my  kings  burned.  The 
heavy,  sweet  air  was  suffocating.  The 
plants  tore  and  scratched  at  us  with 
thorny  Angers.  Myriad  snags  and  pit- 
falls lay  hidden  In  the  bush.  Trailing 
vines  and  sucking  mud  worried  our 
feet,  trying  to  trip  us  up  and  send  us  to 
the  ground  where  stinging  ants  and 
homy  mandibles  awaited.  The  ants 
were  monsters. 

'You  should  have  brought  a  ma- 
chete." I  called  to  Hector. 

"I  don't  have  one." 

He  continued  on,  forcing  the  pace.  I 
puffed  along  behind  him,  too  proud 
and  stupid  to  ask  for  a  rest.  He's  get- 
ting back  at  me,  l  thought. 

Hector  halted  next  to  a  huge,  lichen 
covered  tree  and  waited  for  me  to 
catch  up. 

"This  Is  where  you  really  have  to 
watch  yourself,'  he  said.  'This  kind  of 
zone  Is  more  dangerous  than  the  area 
we  passed  through  ... 

Here  you  have  venomous  snakes, 
spiders,  scorpions,  even  frogs.  Look 
before  you  step  and  watch  the  trees." 

"II  right ' 

"Do  you  want  to  go  back  to  town?' 
"Not  This  is  what  I  came  to  see  ... 


WHAT  DO  YOU  DO 
WITH  2  MILLION 
OUTDATED  PHONE 
BOOKS?  ~ 


RECYCLE  THEM!^ 


•CURBSIDE:  Put  them  in  paper 
bags  with  other  paper  recyclables. 

•  APARTMENTS:  Put  them  in  the 
large  gray  paper  recycling  container 
in  your  building. 

•BUSINESSES:  Call  554-6193. 
San  Francisco 

RECYCLING 


PROGRAM 


1145  Market  St.,  #401 
San  Francisco,  CA  94103 
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The  Pussier    State  Capitals 
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ALBANY 
ANNAPOLIS 
ATLANTA 
AUGUSTA 
AUSTIN 
BATON  ROGUE 
BISMARCK 
BOISE 
BOSTON 
CARSON  CITY 
CHARLESTON 
CHEYENNE 
COLUMBIA 
COLUMBUS 
CONCORD 
DENVER 


DES  MOINES 

DOVER 
FRANKFORT 
HARRISBURG 
HARTFORD 

HELENA 
HONOLULU 
INDIANAPOLIS 
JACKSON 
JEFFERSON  CITY 
JUNEAU 
LANSING 
LINCOLN 
LITTLE  ROCK 
MADISON 
MONTGOMERY 
MONTPELIER 


NASHVILLE 
OKLAHOMA  CfTY 
OLYMPIA 
PHOENIX 
PIERRE 
PROVIDENCE 

RALEIGH 
RICHMOND 
SACRAMENTO 
ST  PAUL 
SALEM 
SALT  LAKE  CFTY 
SANTA  FE 
SPRINGFIELD 
TALLAHASSEE 
TRENTON 
TOPEKA 


This  Month  in 
S.F.  History 

OCTOBER 

1:  In  1858.  the  Daily  Evening  Transcript 
was  eetaWwhd  by  William  H.  Mantz  and 
Co.  In  1964,  the  City'e  cable  care  were 
declared  a  National  Historical  Monument 

2  In  1868,  the  cornerstone  was  set  tor 
St  Francis  Church  in  North  Beach. 

4:  In  1978.  a  newly  refurbished  Pier  39 
opened. 

5:  In  1876,  the  Palace  Hotel  on  Market 
St  opened.  In  1963,  the  Hyde  St  Pier  - 
once  a  major  ferryboat  embarkment  point  - 
reopened  as  a  State  Historical  Park. 

6:  In  1936,  eight  trolley  busses  built  by 
J.G.  Brill  of  Philadelphia  began  running  on 
the  53  Golden  Gate  Park  line  of  the  Mar- 
ket Street  Railway,  first  of  the  City'e  many 
electric  busses.  In  1940,  S.F.  Zoological 
Gardens  first  opened. 

8:  In  1856,  the  Daily  Evening  Bulletin  was 
established  by  CO.  Gerberding  and  Co, 
with  James  King  of  William  as  editor.  Wil- 
liam died  seven  weeks  later  in  a  famous 
duel  with  Sunday  Timet  editor  James 
Casey.  In  1860,  a  telegraph  fine  was  com- 
pleted between  S.F.  and  Los  Angeles.  In 
1866,  a  jolting  earthquake  loosened  bricks 
and  broke  cornices  of  City  buildings.  In 
1933,  Coil  Tower  -  built  with  funds  be- 
queathed by  Lillie  H.  Cort  -  was  dedicated. 

9:  In  1776,  Mission  Dolores  was  founded. 

12:  In  1933,  Alcatraz  converted  from  mili- 
tary prison  to  federal  penitentary.  In  1963, 
the  bottom  deck  of  the  Bay  Bridge  -  for- 


merly ueed  for  Key  System  trains  and 

large  trucks  reopened  with  five  east 
bound  traffic  lanes. 

15:  In  1863,  a  telegraph  line  began  trans- 
mission between  S>.  and  San  Jose.  In 
1863,  the  San  Francisco  and  San  Jose 
Railroad  began  operating.  Also  thai  day, 
the  first  Cliff  House  opened. 

16:  In  1971.  McLaren  Park  Amphitheatre 
was  dedicated. 

17:  In  1904.  the  Bank  of  Italy  -  later  Bank 
of  America  -  was  established  by  AP  Gian- 
nini.  In  1989.  a  7.1  earthquake  -  strongest 
since  1906  -  shook  the  Bay  Area  at  6:04 
p.m. 

19:  In  1968.  Golden  Gate  Bridge  toll  dou- 
bled to  50  cents,  collected  only  from 
southbound  traffic. 

20:  In  1$29,  traffic  first  rolled  down  the 
Bayshore  Highway. 

21:  In  1868,  a  strong  earthquake  shook 

the  City  at  7:53  am. 
23:  In  1863,  the  original  St.  Francis  Hotel, 
a  five-story  structure  at  Clay  and  Duporrt 
(now  Grant  Ave.)  Sts.  was  destroyed  by 
fire. 

26:  In  1909,  the  Visitachon  Valley  street- 
car line  -  a  one-track  route  with  turnouts  - 
began  operating  from  Geneva  Ave.  and 
Mission  St.  to  the  Six  Mile  House  at  what 
is  now  Bayshore  Blvd.  and  Sunny  dale  Ave. 

In  1913,  the  cornerstone  of  S.F.  City  Hall 
was  set  in  the  Civic  Center. 

26:  In  1920,  the  Ocean  Shore  Railroad  - 
never  profitable  with  light  patronage  during 
its  14  years  -  ran  its  last  train. 

27:  In  1966.  the  S.F.  Bay  Guardian  had 
its  first  issue  on  the  streets. 


Need  Food  Stomp  Help? 

In  order  to  identify  and  reach  fami- 
lies who  might  otherwise  go  without 
food,  the  Children's  Council  of  San 
Francisco  is  offering  food  stamp  en- 
rollment assist  en  ce  at  its  Bayview- 
Hunters  Point  office,  3450  Third  St., 
BMg.  2A,  Suite  200. 

Working  on  this  pilot  protect  in  close 


collaboration  wth  the  Food  Stamp 
Outreach  Office  of  the  Department  of 
Social  Sciences,  the  goal  is  to  reach: 
Impoverished  working  families  with 
children;  students  working  20  hours 
per  week,  enrolled  In  college 
work/study,  or  responsible  for  a  child 
either  under  six  or  disabled;  and  re- 
cently legalized  Immigrants. 
For  Information,  call  920-7280. 


lump,  tor>a>  Qrump 


Grapevine  Crossword  solution  on  Page  7 


ACROSS 

I.  Fix 
6.  Also 

9.  Excursion 

10.  Haw 

II.  Mix 

13.  Fasts 

14.  Direct 
18.  Question 

17.  Promissory  note 

18.  Plated 

21.  Simpson  dad 

22.  Present 
24.  Seed 

26.  Mr. 

27.  Single 

28.  World 

30.  Bidded 

31.  Do 

32.  Smell 
34.  ft 

36.  Celebrates 


DOWN 

2.  Proper 

3.  Oxygen 

4.  Identification 

6.  Hots 
8.  Advanced 

7.  Webs 

8.  Lectern 


24 

25 

28 

3t 

i4 

11.  Fluid 

12.  Metal 
16.  Blur 
18.  For 
19  Allow 


20.  Emergency  Room 

21.  Bret 

22.  Also 

23.  Mound 

24.  Turf 


26.  Every 

27.  Rowers 

29.  Fervtd 

30.  Snake 

33.  Aocompltsh 


Match  cluee  to  their  answers. 
1970 

1.  This  breakaway  country  gives  up 
on  January  12  after  31  months  of  war. 

2.  This  started  taking  off  on  January 

22. 

3.  Record  of  the  Year,  Album  of  the 
Year  and  Song  of  the  Year  at  the 
Grammys. 

4.  They  were  the  World  Series 
Champs  this  year. 

5.  She  flew  into  the  comic  pages. 

6.  National  Guardsmen  and  students 
clash  here  May  4,  resulting  In  four  fa- 
talities 

7.  They  started  terHng  us  to  "Get 
happy!" 

8.  This  movie  was  the  top  money 
maker  of  the  year. 

9.  This  year  they  became  the  last 
American  Football  League  champions. 

10.  By  March  31,  this  baseball  team 
no  longer  existed. 

11.  On  April  14,  the  world  began  fol- 
lowing this  struggle  for  survival. 

12.  This  opinionated  chap  becomes 
syndicated. 

13.  On  September  17,  this  popular 
comedian  got  his  own  show  on  a  cir- 
cular stage. 

14.  And  on  September  19,  the  world 
was  introduced  to  this  brash  anchor- 
man. 

15.  Best  picture  at  the  Academy 
Awards. 

16.  In  mid-season,  the  Big  Red  Ma- 
chine moved  here. 

17.  Suddenly,  this  band  was  no 
more. 

18.  On  December  15,  the  FDA  re- 
called about  one  million  cans  of  this 
because  of  mercury  poisoning. 

A  Riverfront  Stadium 

B.  Midnight  Cowboy 

C.  Airport 

D.  Kansas  City  Chiefs 

E.  The  Partridge  Family 

F.  Bridge  Over  Troubled  Water 

G.  Rip  Wilson 

H.  Broom  Hilda 

I.  Doonesbury 
J.  Kent  State 
K.  Boeing  747 
L  Ted  Baxter 
M.  Tuna 

N.  The  Beatles 
O.  Blafra 
P.  Apollo  13 
Q.  Seattle  Pilots 
R.  Baltimore  Orioles 

tt-81  N-Zl  V91  'B-Sl  T-n 
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Cereal  Box  Bonanza:  The  1950s  by 
Scott  Bruce;  Collector  Books,  P.O. 
Box  3009,  Paducah,  KY  42002-3009; 
1995;  216  pas.;  $19.96  +  $2  postage. 

In  this  first  of  a  series  of  full  color  al- 
bum and  price  guides  documenting 
cereal  boxes  and  premiums  of  the 
1950s,  Scott  Bruce,  editor  of  Flake 
magazine  for  cereal  box  collectors, 
has  assembled  an  Impressive  array  of 
nostalgic  photos  absolutory  guaran- 
teed to  bring  fond  memories  to  anyone 
who  remembers  growing  up  m  the 
prime  baby  boomer  years  and  digging 
for  that  elusive  prize  at  the  bottom  of 
the  box.  So  If  you  can  remember 
Sugar  Jets,  Juniors,  Wheat  or  Rice 
Honeys  at  your  breakfast  table,  or 
even  trying  to  function  Tobar,  the  Mys- 
tery Action  Robot  -  It  was  a  free  piece 
of  plastic  in  the  box  only  1  1/4  inches 
tall,  but  today  worth  50  bucks  •  you 
might  want  to  check  this  one  out. 
Bruce  Is  currently  assembling  a  com- 
panion volume  of  boxes  and  premiums 
from  the  1960s  that's  sure  to  be  every 
bit  as  entertaining. 


Recipe  of  the  Month 

AUTUMN  CHEESECAKE 

1  cup  graham  cracker  crumbs;  3 
tbsp  sugar;  1/2  tap.  dnnamon;  1/4 
cup  margarine,  melted;  16  oz. 
cream  cheese,  softened;  1/2  cup 
sugar;  2  large  eggs;  1/2  tap.  vanilla; 
4  cups  thinly  sliced  peeled  apples; 
1/3  cup  sugar;  1/4  cup  chopped  pe- 
cans (or  1/2  cup  finely  chopped  pa- 
cans). 

Combine  crumbs,  sugar,  cinnamon 
and  margarine,  press  onto  bottom 
of  9-inch  spdngform  pan.  Bake  at 
350  degrees  F.  for  10  minutes. 

Combine  cream  cheese  and  sugar 
until  weH  blended.  Add  eggs,  one 
at  a  time,  mixing  well  after  each  ad- 
dition. Blend  in  vanilla,  pour  over 
crust. 

Toss  apples  with  combined  sugar 
and  cinnamon.  Spoon  apple  mix- 
ture over  cream  cheese  layer  sprin- 
kle with  pecans.  Bake  at  350  de- 
grees F.  for  1  hour  and  10  mirru- 
tues.  Loosen  cake  from  rim  of  pan; 
cool  before  removing  rtm  of  pan 
CM. 

Serves  10. 


Sundays  are  for  Bingo  at  WCC 


With  cards  in  hand  anxiously  awaiting  the  call  of  each  new 
square,  tradition  for  many  Visitacion  Valley  residents  are  the 
popular  bingo  games  held  each  Sunday  at  the  Community 
Center's  auditorium. 


Funds  Will  Help  Curb  Red  Light  Runners 

merrt  of  Transportation. 


San  Francisco  Emergency  Medical 
Services  Agency  has  been  awarded 
$27,700  to  conduct  a  public  aware- 
ness campaign  to  stop  motorists  from 
running  red  lights  The  Cty  joins  32 
other  communities  throughout  the 
United  States  to  be  awarded  part  of  a 
$600,000  grant  from  the  U.S.  Depart- 

MliSIUTE  MAZE 


Funds  will  be  used  to  educate  the 
community  about  the  risks  associated 
with  red  light  running  and  the  need  to 
comply  with  traffic  signals. 

This  public  information  campaign  is 
part  of  a  multi-faceted  approach  to  the 
problem  which  includes  stepped-up 
enforcement  efforts. 


Famous  Birthdays 

OCTOBER 

1:  Julie  Andrews  (1939);  Jean  Arthur 
1908);  Tom  BoeJey  (1927);  Jimmy  Carter 
1924);  Richard  Harris  (1943);  Ted  Healy 
1896);   Walter   Matthau  (1920);  George 

Peppard  (1928);   Randy  Quaid  (1960); 

Omar  Sharif  (1932);  Stella  Stevens  (1936); 

James  WhHmore  (1921) 
2:  Bud  Abbott  (1896);  Charley  Chase 

(1893);  Margaret  Dumont  (1889);  Groucho 

Marx  (1890);  Spanky  McFartand  (1928); 

Don  McLean  (1946);  Rex  Reed  (1938); 

Sting  (1961):  Tiffany  (1971) 
3:     Gertrude     Berg    (1899);  Chubby 

Checker   (1941);    Ruth    Gordon  (1896). 

Warner   Oland    (1860);    Madefyn  Rhue 

(1934);    Dave   Wirrfteld   (1951);  Thomas 

Wolfe  (1900) 
4:  Rutherford  B.  Hayes  (1822);  Cfmton 

Davie   (1946);   Chariton    Has  ton  (1924); 

Buster  Keaton  (1896);  Parti  LaBelle  (1944); 

Susan  Sarandon  (1946);  Lori  Saunders 

(1941);  Tocoi  Brothers  (1877) 
6:  Chester  Allen  Arthur  (1830);  Josie  Bie- 

eett  (1969);  Bill  Dana  (1924);  Bob  Geldof 

(1964);  Glynie  Johns  (1923);  Allen  Ludden 

(1918)  ;  Steve  Miller  (1943);  Donald 
Pleasence  (1919);  Jimmy  Rite  (1906);  Wil- 
liam Tabbert  (1921) 

6:  Britt  Ekiand  (1942);  Janet  Gay  nor 
(1906);  Carole  Lombard  (1909);  Matthew 
Sweet  (1964);  Bob  Weir  (1947) 

7:  June  AITyeon  (1917);  Gabriel  Dell 

(1919)  ;  Andy  Devine  (1906);  Alfred  Drake 
(1914);  John  Mellencamp  (1961);  Oliver 
North  (1943) 

8:  Rone  Barrett  (1936);  David  Carradine 
(1936);  Chevy  Chase  (1943);  Paul  Hogan 
(1939);  Jeeee  Jackson  (1943);  Bela  Lugosi 
(1882);  Sigoumey  Weaver  (1949) 

9:  Jackson  Browne  (1960);  John  Entwis- 
tle  (1944);  John  Lennon  (1940);  Joe  Pepi- 
tone  (1940) 

10:  Jeestoe  Harper  (1948);  Helen  Haves 
(1900):  Martina  Navretitova  (1966);  Alan 
RaoNne  (1927);  David  Lee  Roth  (1966); 
Tanya  Tucker  (1968);  Ben  Vereen  (1946) 

11:  Dsryl  Hall  (1948);  Earl  Hymen  (1926); 
Ron  Llebman  (1997);  Luke  Perry  (19661; 
Jerome  Robbfns  (1918);  Eleanor  Rooeeveft 
(1884);  Roy  Schetder  (1936);  Steve  Young 
(1981) 

12:  8uean  Anton  (1960);  Kirk  Cameron 
(1970);  Dick  Gregory  (1932);  Luciano 
PevaroOi  (1936);  Adam  Rich  (1968);  Will 
Rogers,  Jr.  (1912) 

13:  Lenny  Bruce  (1926);  Laraine  Day 

(1920)  ;  Yves  Montand  (1921);  Marie  Os- 
mond (1969);  Nipeey  RueseH  (1924);  Paul 
Simon  (1941);  Carrie  Snodgrase  (1938); 
Margaret  Thatcher  (1926);  Cornel  Wide 
(1916);  Demond  Wfleon  (1946) 

14:  Harry  Anderson  (1949);  Dwmht  D. 
Eieenhower  (1890);  Lillian  Gish  (1898); 
Ralph  Lauren  (1939);  Roger  Mane  (1920); 
Roger  Moore  (1927);  Ctfff  Richard  (1940) 

16:  Fritz  Feld  (1900);  Lee  laoocoa  (1924); 
Tito  Jackson  (1963);  Linda  Lavin  (1987); 
Penny  Marshall  (1946);  Jean  Peters  (1928) 

18:  Michael  Conrad  (1927);  Barry  Cortxn 


(1940);  Unda  Darnell  (1921);  Judd  Holdren 

(1916)  ;  Angela  Lansbury  (1926);  Tim 
McCarver  (1941);  Tim  Bobbins  (1968); 
Suzanne  Somers  (1946);  Oscar  Wilde 
(1854) 

17-  Sam  Bottoms  (1966);  Montgomery 
Chft  (1920);  Beverly  Garland  (1926);  Rita 
Hayworth  (1918);  Mar  got  Kidder  (1948); 
Evel  Knievsi  (1938);  John  Mar  key  (1916); 
Michael  McLean  (1947);  Arthur  Milter 
(1915);  Tom  Poeton  (1927);  Howard  Rot- 
line,  Jr.  (1960);  Irene  Ryan  (1903);  Jerry 
Siegel  (1914);  George  Wondt  (1948) 
18:  Chuck  Berry  (1926);  John  Boles 
1895);  Peter  Boyle  (1933);  Leo  G.  Carrol 
1892);  Pam  Dawber  (1961);  Mike  Ditka 
1939);  Jeeee  Helms  (1921);  Miriam  Hop- 
kins (1902);  Joe  Morion  (1947);  George  C. 
Soott  (1927);  Inger  Stevens  (1934) 

19:  Jack  Anderson  (1922);  John  Lithgow 
(1946);  Robert  Reed  (1932);  Simon  Ward 
(1941) 

20:  Dr.  Joyce  Brothers  (1928);  Art  Buch- 
wald  (1925);  William  Christopher  (1932); 
Mtohaei  Dunn  (1934);  Ariene  Francis 
(1908);  Grandpa  Jones  (1913);  Tom  Petty 
(1963) 

21:  Carrie  Fisher  (1966);  Dizzy  Giles  dm 

(1917)  ;  Peter  Gravee  (1911);  Manfred 
Mann  (1940);  Joyce  Randolph  (1926) 

22:  Constance  Bennett  (1906);  Joan  Fon- 
taine (1917);  Annette  FunieeJIo  (1942); 
Catherine  Deneuve  (1943);  Jeff  Goidbium 
(1962);  Valerie  GoHno  (1966);  Derek  Ja- 
coby  (1938);  Timothy  Leery  (1920);  Christo- 
pher Uoyd  (1938) 

23.  Johnny  Careen  (1926);  Diana  Dors 

(1931)  ;  Hay  den  Rorke  (1910);  Weird  Al 
Yankovic  (1960) 

24:  Kevin  Kline  (1947);  David  NeJeon 
(1936);  Bill  Wyman  (1938) 

26:  Billy  Barty  (1924);  Barbara  Cook 
(1927);  Anthony  Francicea  (1928);  Tracy 
Nelson  (1963);  Minnie  Pearl  (1912);  Helen 
Reddy  (1942);  Marion  Ross  (1928) 

26:  Primo  Camera  (1908);  Hillary  Rodham 
Clinton  (1947);  Jackie  Coogan  (1914);  Bob 
Hoe  tunc  (1942);  Francois  Mitterrand  (1916); 
Pat  Sajak  (1947);  Jadyn  8mith  (1948): 
John  Vickers  (1926) 

27:  Terry  Anderson  (1947);  Jack  Carson 

BJohn  Cteeee  (1839);  Ruby  Dee 
Lett  Enckson  (1911);  Nanette 
(1920);  Simon  LeBon  (1968);  8ytvia 
Plain  (1932);  Theodore  Roosevelt  (1868); 
Tereea  Wright  (1918) 

28:    Jane   Alexander   (1939);  Charfie 
Daniels  (1936);  Wayne  Fontana  11940] 
Dennis  Franz  (1944);  Jackie  Holder  (19661 
Telma  Hoplns  (1948);  Bruce  Jenrter  (1949; 
Julia  Roberts  (1967);  Jack  Soo  (1916) 

29:  Fanny  Bnoe  (1891);  Richard  Dreyfues 
(1947);  Kate  Jackson  (1948);  Denny  Laine 
(1944);  Mai  be  Moore  (1946);  Jack  Pearl 
(1896);  Winona  Ryder  (1971) 

30:  John  Adams  (1736);  Grace  Slick 
(1939);  Ham  Hamlin  (1961);  Louis  Mails 

(1932)  ;  Charles  Martin  Smith  (1963);  Henry 
Winkler  (1946) 

31:  Barbara  Bel  Geddes  ((1922)  John 
Candy  (1960);  Dale  Evans  (1912);  Lee 
Grant  (1929);  Michael  Landon  (1937);  Jane 
Pauley  (1960);  Dan  Rafher  (1931) 
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Men's  Health  Quiz  Available  in  Octobei 


How  many  men  do  you  know  who 
take  care  of  their  bodies  as  well  as 
they  take  care  of  their  cars?  Men  live 
an  average  of  seven  years  less  than 
women,  which  family  physicians  say  Is 
often  due  to  a  male  attitude  toward 
health  that  Is  geared  to  emergency 
care  rather  than  the  prevention  of 
medical  problems. 

During  Family  Health  Month  In  Octo- 


We  serve  with  honesty  and  dependability 
FOR  YOU  -  we  buy,  sell,  trade,  rent  and  manage 


HENRY  SCHINDEL 

Real  Estate  Broker 
239-5850 


ber,  the  California  Academy  of  Family 
Physicians  is  focusing  on  encouraging 
men  to  take  better  care  of  their  health. 

Celebrity  spokesperson  Fyvush 
Flnkel  won  an  Emmy  Award  for  his 
role  as  lawyer  Douglas  Warn ba ugh  in 
Picket  Fences  at  age  72  after  a  life- 
time In  show  business.  "It's  never  too 
late  to  take  care  of  your  health."  he 
said.  "I'm  living  proof  that  life  is  full  of 
beginnings,  no  matter  what  your  age." 

Family  physicians  are  offering  a  free 
Men' 8  Health  Quiz  in  October  to  help 
men  learn  to  take  better  care  of  their 
health.  Call  (800)  689-7663  for  Infor- 
mation. 

j^WHO  TO  CALL...  | 

*  Emergency  (life  threatening)  9-1-1 
"Non-emergency  Dispatch  553-0123  | 
•Parking  Complaints  553-1200 
"Abandoned  Cars  781>JUNK  \ 
"Security  Survey/  673-SAFE 
Neighborhood  Watch 

•Narcotics  Tips  (anon)  800-CRACKfT 
•Landlord/Tenant  Disputes  554-9550 
'Community  Boards         863-6100  , 

*  Domestic  violence         864-4722  ' 
•Suicide  Prevention  221-1423 
"Stray.  Abused  Animals  5546364 
•Dumped  Items  (DPW)  695-2017 
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first  time  since  the  1940s.  Good  to  re- 
member the  next  time  you're  stuck  In 
traffic. 

"So  authorities  caught  two  escaped 
Inmates  from  Utah  In  Berkeley  when 
they  told  police  they  were  from  Frisco 
Everybody  knows  there  Isn't  a  Frisco 
district  In  S.F. 

'And  now  cab  riders  in  New  York 
have  a  Taxi  Rider's  Bill  of  Rights 
Funny  how  I  looks  similar  to  some- 
body's Top  Ten  list. 

"So  lots  and  lots  of  rain  in  Los  An- 
geles made  Its  rat  population  grow. 
Gee.  I  thought  water  made  thinks 
shrink 


While  we  re  watting  for  that  new 
name  we're  supposed  to  can  Candle- 
stick Park  to  go  away  -  cJeerty  the 
most  peculiar  doing  in  decades  ... 

"A  recent  study  found  that  smoke- 
less tobacco  was  of  no  advantage  to  a 
ballplayer's  performance.  For  this 
they  needed  a  study?  But  really, 
folks,  could  be  that  eating  candy  bars 
will  make  'em  hit  home  runs. 

"So  now  the  people  over  In  Britain 
have  these  Prince  Charles  inspired 
fruity  soft  drinks  called  Duchy  No.  1 
and  Duchy  No.  3  They  could  prob- 
ably sell  a  No.  2  made  from  prune 
Juice. 

"Speaking  of  royalty,  the  Prince  was 
recently  featured  nude  in  an  Italian 
magazine.  Now  that's  enough  to  num- 
ber two. 

"And  need  I  mention  the  condom 
commercials  in  Brazil  with  the  talking 
private  part  named  Braulio. 

"Meanwhile  In  Rome,  there's  a  uni- 
versity that  shows  people  how  to  make 
the  most  of  being  homeless.  For  19 
bucks,  they'll  show  you  how  to  convert 
a  cardboard  box  Into  a  bed,  but  I'm 
sure  most  people  would  rather  convert 
that  money  Into  food. 

"So  how  about  that  burglar  who  got 
caught  In  Roanoke,  Virginia  because 
he  had  this  thing  about  shining  his 
shoes  -  even  at  the  crime  scene?  He 
accident fy  forgot  his  trademark  rag,  so 
now  he's  polished  off. 

"Do  you  believe  that  crazy  guy  In 
Philadelphia  who  showed  up  for  a 
court  hearing  on  auto  theft  charges  In 
another  stolen  vehicle.  Talk  about 
auto-mat Ic  arrest. 

"Speaking  ear-fully,  a  recent  report 
announced  more  than  80  percent  of 
medical  costs  for  auto  accident  inju- 
ries are  overblown  or  fake.  Thats  an 
awful  lot  of  neck  braces. 

'Not  to  mention  a  new  report  stating 
the  number  of  licensed  drivers  In  Cali- 
fornia has  actually  decreased  for  the 

Get  the  Grapevine  by  Mail 
I A  monthly  Valley  original  for  $9. 
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Kodak  Ph°tB  ct>„ 

OivSite  Image  Transfers 


*  The  new  industry  standard 

*  Frve  levels  of  resolution  per 
scan  from  thumbnail  to  2K  x  3K 
dpi 

*  Support  in  many  image 
manipulation  and  image 
database  applications 

*  Archive  your  35  mm  photos; 
100  or  more  per  CD-ROM  disc 

*  Photos,  slides  and  negatives 
saved  in  any  format 

Professional  Scanner  Has  Arrived! 
LARGE  FORMAT 

'  4x5  2  1/4  36  mm 

*  Up  to  4.000  x  6.000  pixels 

*  Six  levels  of  resoiutton 

*  File  sizes  up  to  72  MB  •  25 
images  per  CD-ROM 

*  Storage  cost  3  cents  per  MB 
"  Compare  with  SyQuest 
storage  cost  of  more  than  $1 
per  MB 

*  Any  text  documents  scanned 
and  OCR  corrected  for  only  $1 
per  page 

"  Saves  hours  of  retyping 

*  Sliding  scale  prices  with 
special  deals  for  all  community 
groups 

'  Hard  drive  data  of  any  kind 
convened  to  650  mb  CO-ROM 

*  Can  come  to  your  home  or 
office  to  transfer 

"  Photographer  available 
COMING  SOON 

*  Video  to  computer  transfers 

DON  BERTONE 

(415)  467-9669 
Fax  468-9669 


COMMUNITY  BOARDS 
OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 

SERVING  VISITACION  VALLEY 
SINCE  1976 


Are  you  involved  in  a  conflict? 
Resolve  it  peacefully  at  no  cost. 
For  information  or  assistance,  call: 
863-6100 

SE  HABLA  ESPANOL 


ST.  JAMES 
PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

240  Leland  Ave.,  San  Francisco  CA  94134 
(415)  586*381 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Jerry  O.  Resus,  Minister 

Church  School  Classes  -  9:15  a.m. 
Sunday  Worship  Service  - 10:30  a.m. 
Wednesday  Bible  Study  - 1 1:00  a.m. 
Friday  Cottage  Bible  Fellowship  -  7:30  p.m. 
Saturday  Choir  Rehersal  - 10:00  a.m. 

YOU  are  cordially  welcome  to  join  us  for  study,  worship, 
fellowship  and  service.  We  seek  to  teach  the  Bible  and  to 
lift  up  Jesus  Christ  so  He  can  draw  all  persons  to  Himself. 

COME  TO  CHURCH  THIS  WEEK 


BINGO 

AT  WCC 

66  Raymond  Ave.  (at  Bayshore) 
San  Francisco 

Sunday  Afternoons  at  1  p.m. 
Doors  Open  at  11:30  a.m. 

BIG  PAYOUTS  EACH  GAME 


2  Pad  Minimum:  $13 

3  for  $15,  4  for  $20 
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Wedding  Of  the  Waters   another  step,  kx*  around  and  think 


From  Page  6 

•Wed  better  get  going. •  said  Hec- 
tor, eying  the  sky.    "Here,  dusk  hits 
like  lightning.    There  Is  almost  no  though  I  were  the 
twilight;  it's  light  one  minute  and  dark  screwed  up.  "You 


about  where  we  are  before  we  get  far- 
ther from  town.  Take  your  time." 
Hector  gave  me  a  reproving  look,  as 
one  who  had 
don't  have  an 


the  next.  And  these  clouds  will  make 
it  happen  even  taster 


idea''" 

•How  the  hell  would  I  know  where  to 


"I'm  ready  ...  Now.  are  you  sure  you  go?' 


know  which  path  to  take  from  here?* 
•No  problem.   This  clearing  is  the 


"Al  right.  It's  oniy  a  matter  of  time 
before  l  relocate  the  correct  path.  I 


landmark  I  was  searching  for."  Hector  got  sidetracked  somewhere " 


pointed  his  long  skinny  arm  to  the 
bush.  "We  follow  that  footpath  left  by 
the  cutters  and  ...  no  problem.  We're 
back  In  town  having  a  drink.* 

We  followed  the  path  into  the  bush. 
Within  a  few  hundred  yards.  It  disap- 
peared under  fresh  growth. 

•Now  where?"  I  asked. 

•Relax,  man.    From  here  l 
need  a  path." 


•Fine.  But  what's  a  matter  of  time? 
Do  you  mean  hours,  days  or 
months?  I  can  Just  Imagine  us  trying 
to  sleep  In  the  crotch  of  a  tree.  Yeah, 
Just  Hke  Tarzan 

Hector  giggled     "Don't  worry.  I'll 
find  It  soon  • 
I  hope  this  is  his  Idea  of  a  joke,  I 
don't  thought.  But  It  ain't  funny. 

We  moved  ahead  with  greater  ur- 


You  don't  convince  me,  I  thought.      gency     Every  minute  brought  night 
We  moved  Into  heavy  undergrowth,  closer    Hector  croaked  reassurances, 
Hector  again  seemed  to  be  leading  us  but  we  were  blundered  from  one  dead 
In  circles.  Less  and  less  light  seeped  end  to  another,  his  voice  betrayed  less 
through  the  foliage.    I  slapped  at  in-  and  less  conviction.  I  remained  silent 
sects  and  cursed  under  my  breath.    If  I  hound  him.  he  might  panic.  I 
Then  I  stumbled  headlong  over  a  vine  thought.  Just  stay  cool.  We  can't  be 
As  l  went  down.  I  grabbed  at  a  branch  far  from  town 
and  had  my  hand  raked  by  thorns.         Again  Hector  doubled  back.  He 
Hector  hurried  back  to  me.  "Are  you  looked  confused   I  caught  him  glanc- 
aH  right?"  ,n9  back  at  me  from  time  to  time  with 

I  picked  myself  up  "Yes.  I'm  all  a  reproachful  look  in  his  eyes  He 
right.  But  I'm  not  sure  you  know  must  be  cursing  the  day  fate  sent  this 
where  you  are  going.  This  doesn't  idiot  gringo  to  plague  his  existence, 
look  anything  like  what  we  passed  on  As  for  me,  I'd  like  to  thrash  him  for  his 
the  way  in  *  les    Experienced  guide,  huh  ?..  But 

•Because  it's  not  the  way  we  came  it's  my  fault,  too.  I  could  see  he  didn't 
in  This  is  a  different  route.  I  know  want  to  go  Into  the  Jungle  and  I 
where  we  are.*  pushed  him  into  It. 

We  stumbled  forward,  clawing  the  As  we  tripped  along,  Hector  slowed 
plants  out  of  our  faces,  until  we  hit  a  his  place.  Both  of  us  were  winded 
screen  ol  Inpenetrable  vegetation,  and  arm-weary  from  pushing  the  vege- 
Hector  decided  to  double  back.  Now  I  tation  aside  What  we  need  is  a  see- 
was  truly  worried  We  thrashed  ing-eye  dog.  I  thought.  Or  a  trained 
through  the  bush  for  another  fifteen  monkey. 

minutes  or  so.  Finally,  Hector  stopped  Panting  and  sweating,  we  broke 
and  turned  to  me.  a  look  ol  dejection  through  the  trees  and  brush,  and  onto 
on  his  face  a  field  a  field  of  head  high  grass 

•We're  lost.'  he  said.  'Which  way  Without  a  word,  we  halted.  Hector 
do  you  think  we  should  go?    '  stood  on  his  toes  and  spun  like  a  top. 

My  Impulse  was  to  take  him  by  his  trying  to  get  his  bearings.  The  grass 
scrawny  neck  and  ring  It.    What  a  rustled  In  his  face,  blocking  his  vllson. 
woth less  guide.  I  thought    He  got  us  it  seemed  to  mock  us. 
stranded  in  the  middle  of  nowhere       'We  must  be  dose  to  town,'  I  said 
Got  to  keep  cool.  Yelling  at  him  might  "This  land  has  been  worked." 
get  him  flustered  and  make  things    'I  don't  recognize  it,"  said  Hector 
worse   I  counted  to  ten  to  control  my-  "But  we  must  be  close." 
self  before  I  spoke  A  sudden  gust  of  wind  rippled  the 

"Look.  Hector,  you  are  the  guide,  grass.  Thunderheads  rumbled  In  the 
You  come  from  here.  I  don't  know  distance.  The  moist  air  seemed  to 
where  we're  at ...  Now.  before  we  take  crackle  with  energy.    The  sky  was 


gloomier.  Hector  and  I  exchanged  se- 
rious looks. 

'Wei,  what  do  we  do?"  I  asked  him. 

"I  know  we  are  dose  We  still  have 
time  and  light  enough  for  another  at- 
tempt." 

"But  If  we  can't  find  the  way  back? 
...  We  have  to  do  something.  We 
need  some  kind  of  shelter  for  the 
night" 

'Let's  not  think  about  that  yet.  We 
can  still  find  our  way  back." 

'We  nave  to  think  about  It.  We 
need  to  do  something  before  nightfall 
We  need  light." 

"I  don't  know  what  to  do,"  said  Hec- 
tor. "I've  never  stayed  In  the  forest 
overnight." 

"Me  either  At  least  not  this  one  ... 
We'll  need  a  fire.  I  have  matches.' 

'Let's  look  for  a  trail  We  still  have 
about  an  hour  of  light.* 

"All  right." 

I  felt  calmer.  I  was  already  anticipat- 
ing the  worst.  Looks  like  we're  realy 
In  for  an  adventure.  I  thought.  This  is 
a  lot  more  than  I  bargained  for.  We 
need  to 

Suddenly,  from  somewhere  in  the 
grass  came  the  sound  of  cracking 
twigs. 

'What  now?"  I  exdalmed.  "Some 
kind  of  strange  animal?" 

'Sshishl'  whispered  Hector. 

We  listened  intently.  Hector's  face 
cocked  forward  as  though  he  were  a 
bloodhound  on  a  hot  scent.  I  stood 
frozen.  Adrenalin  pumped  through  my 
body.  The  sounds  moved  doser.  We 
swtveied  our  heads,  trying  to  localize 
the  thing. 

Hector  blurted  something  In  Portu- 
guese. 

After  a  moment  of  silence,  he  was 
answered. 

Hector  called  out  again.  Though  I 
understood  nothing,  his  voice  carried 
a  hint  of  relief. 

Again  we  received  an  answering 
call. 

Hector  looked  at  me  and  smiled 
"Everything's  all  right  now  * 

We  peered  In  the  direction  from 
which  the  can  had  come.  A  moment 
later,  emerging  from  the  cover  of  the 
waving  stalks,  out  trudged  a  back- 
woodsman. On  one  shoulder  he  bore 
two  saplings  and  on  the  other  an  an- 
tique rifle.  An  oftve  drab  army  cap  sat 
upon  his  head,  framing  a  grizzled, 
sun-spotted  face.  He  grinned  shyly  at 
us.  showing  greenish  teeth.  Man,  I 
thought,  ugly  as  you  are,  I'd  ike  to 
give  you  a  kiss.  Moses  come  to  lead 


us  out  of  the  wilderness  And  Just  in 
time ... 

The  woodsman  never  broke  stride. 
He  gestured  to  us  to  follow  him  and 
walked  straight  into  the  bush.  Hector 
grinning  and  confident  once  again, 
fired  sentences  at  the  man.  I  under- 
stood nothing.  The  man  made  onfy  to- 
ken responses  He  was  In  a  hurry. 

"Do  you  know  him?"  I  asked  Hector 

"Of  course.  I  know  almost  every- 
body in  Benjamin.  His  name  is  Si- 
mon. He's  good  people.' 

Simon  strode  unerringly  through  the 
baffling  tangle  of  vegetation.  His  step 
was  light  and  sure.  Nothing  like  expe- 
rience. I  thought.  I  should  have  had 
him  for  a  guide. 

Hector  despaired  of  conversing  wth 
Simon  and  turned  to  me. 

"You  know,"  he  said.  "I  was  never 
realty  lost.  I  know  this  route  we're  on 
now.  I  was  only  momentarily  con- 
fused* 

'Whatever  you  say.  Hector  " 

"You  don't  beNeve  me?" 

I  laughed,  an  insult  dying  on  my  Hps. 
I  don't  know  how  to  say  unmitigated 
gall  in  Spanish  and  I  don't  want  to  tell 
him  he's  full  of  crap,  I  thought.  I'm 
just  glad  we're  getting  out  of  this. 

Within  20  minutes,  we  were  on  the 
dirt  road  leading  back  to  town.  We 
had  been  within  shouting  distance. 

'Ask  Simon  If  he  wants  to  go  for  a 
drink.'  I  tokJ  Hedor.  "I'm  Inviting.' 

Hector  asked  him.  The  man 
laughed  and  gave  Hedor  some  kind  of 
explanation. 

'Thank  you,'  said  Simon,  speaking 
to  me.  "I  can  t.  Thank  you." 

'Thank  you."  I  said. 

'His  wife  is  waiting  for  him  with  din- 
ner.' said  Hedor 

'Its  aU  right.'  I  said  to  Simon 
•Thank  you." 

Simon  smiled  and  walked  off.  His 
grizzled  face  was  imprinted  on  my 
memory.  Well,  l  thought,  thanks  to 
him  we  escaped  cheaply  from  that  stu- 
pidity. I  stared  at  Hedor  for  a  mo- 
ment. I  should  get  on  his  case.  Ah. 
what  the  hell.  Nothing  happened. 

'You  want  to  go  for  a  drink?"  I 
asked  him. 

Hedor  looked  surprised  "Of 
course.  Let's  go." 

We  retired  to  a  neighborhood  store 
that  also  served  as  a  bar.  I  ordered  a 
beer  for  myself  and  a  Quarana  for 
Hedor.  While  we  drank.  I  teased  him 

•Man.'  I  said,  "if  you're  going  to  run 
a  tour  agency,  you  have  to  do  better 
than  today.    That  could  have  been 


dangerous.  If  you  can't  guide  some- 
body in  the  forest,  you  have  to  get 
somebody  that  can." 

That's  what  I  wanted  to  do.'  said 
Hedor  'But  you  were  in  a  hurry.  1 
didn't  want  to  disappoint  you.  For  real 
Jungle  tours.  I  have  partners  who  help 
me.' 

'You  should  have  told  me  that  I 
would  have  waited  * 

'ft  was  late.  And  I  didn't  think  I 
needed  help  for  a  little  hike  ...  Any- 
way, nothing  happened.' 

'Luckly.  Next  time  you  might  not  be 
so  lucky.' 

'No,  I've  learned  something  today 
Gfve  me  another  chance.  I'll  bring  a 
friend  who  Is  an  expert  in  the  jungle.' 

"I  thought  you  were  an  expert  in  the 
Jungle.' 

•WeH.  I'm  more  of  a  translator  and 
businessman.  Let  me  take  you  out  to- 
morrow and  I'll  really  show  you  some- 
thing.' 

"That's  what  I'm  afraid  of.'  I  chuck- 
led to  take  the  edge  off  my  words,  "if 
you  show  me  much  more  than  you  did 
today,  ft  might  prove  fatal." 

'Just  give  me  another  chance. 
You'll  see.' 

"Alright  Maybe." 

We  finished  our  drinks  and  headed 
for  the  pensao.  On  the  way  we 
passed  a  vacant  kx  where  a  gang  of 
young  men  were  playing  soccer  on  a 
din  fteid  One  of  them  called  Hector. 
We  stopped.  The  young  man  came 
over  and  talked  to  Hedor. 

They  want  me  to  play,"  Hector  told 
me.  This  is  my  team.' 

"Do  you  want  to  play?"  the  man 
asked  me. 

I  looked  at  the  rock  strewn  field. 
"No,  I  want  a  cold  beer.* 

The  young  man  laughed.  'Later.* 

'Can  you  find  the  pension  by  your- 
self?' Hedor  asked  me.  'I  want  to 
stay  here  and  play.' 

"Sure.  No  problem.  Go  ahead  and 
play.* 

'Should  I  come  by  the  pension  to- 
morrow morning  to  see  what  you  want 
to  do?" 

"Well ...  Yes.  come  by  if  you  want.' 

Hedor  smiled.  'Good.  Until  tomor- 
row.' He  turned  and  raced  onto  the 
field. 

Maybe  I'll  be  gone  by  the  time  he 
gets  there.  I  thought.  I  don't  know 
about  this  kid. 

I  walked  off  and  found  the  pensao 
two  blocks  from  the  vacant  lot  No 
problem,  man. 
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